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lT^quun ■ reaches [ accord with rebels 

«y£: .-v'-’- y i." ? *•. 

^ r rrt \ ■ -■ * 


— foifippine Communist rebels Tuesday nigh t 
readied war the gcy«mmeat.for a ceasefire in the 

doUntty's iT-year guerrilla war, government negotiator Ramon 
^Mitra tokfreporters ^Seepage 8Ji President Corazon Aquino had 
' r 3»t iNov; 30 deadfineesja ceasefire agreement, and Tuesday's 
talks were eajfier d by Mr. Mmaas^make or break.” Mr. 

. htfitEEL-Saxl during a three-minute meeting with reporters late 
"Ibesday ttat a cea sefire accord would be signed, probably on 
-7! Thursday, the. birthday of Mrs. Aquino's assassinated husband. 

Benjgpo. The agreement followed months of sputtering 
‘ negotiations and even threats by Mrs. Aquino that she was willing 
to' unleash the&nny-and intensify the war against the rebels. Mr. 
_ - Mitre said the agreement was readied at the end of an eight- hour 
meeting.' He declined to say how long the ceasefire would last. 
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Voters choose new chamber board 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A tight competition between 42 contestants to 
fill the 12-seat board of directors of the Amm a n Chamber of 
Commerce was winding up on Tuesday evening and the ballot 
boxes were expected to be closed by midnight. President of the 
Election Supervisory Committee, Governor Ahmad Hindawi. on 
Tuesday anrfeuted the reason for extending the polling process to 
the large number of voters. Three ballot boxes have been 
earmarked at the chamber's headquarters to allow more than 
14,000 registered members to elect the permanent board of the 
chamber's 1 8th session . Three separate blocs and 1 5 independent 
candidates were contesting the seats in the chamber’s board of 
directors. For the first time in the chamber's elections a Jar 
number of females cast their votes although there were no fem: 
candidates. 
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£ing visits army 
headquarters 

■ AftfSiAN (Petra; — His Majesty 
. King Hussein visited on Tuesday 
r die- Jordanian Armed Forces 
-j&Hien# Headquarters. Upon his 
arrival, King Hussein was received 
by CbmiKJoder in Chief of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces Gen. 
Shanf Zatdlbo Shakcr. the army's 
Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Fathi Abu 
Taleb, Director. General of the 
Public Security Department 
(PSP) Lt.-Gen. Abdul Hadi A1 
Majafi. and Commander of the 
Tbfoaniah Air Force Lt.-Gen. 
I bsan Shnrzum. Attending the 
meetmg was Prime Minister and 
Mmfcter of Defence Zaid Rifai. 

Rifai chairs 
i^binet meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) *- The Cabinet 
held a meeting on Tuesday under 
the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai and discussed 
Uie working plauof tbe Ministry of 
Information .and its future 
schemes. Minister of Information 
Mohammad A1 Khatib presented 
a detailed’ and comprehensive 
report on his ministry's present 
and future activities and plans. 

Arab planning 
ministers continue 
talks 

A MM AN (Pe tra ) Ara b 
planning ministers,' who opened 
their two-day meeting here 
Monday, on means and ways of 
achieving Arab -economic 
integration , resumed their session 
oa-Tvesday. Planning Minister 
Taber Ksnaan chaired. Tuesday's 
f irst se ss ion duiio g which 
participants discussed a document 
- rriaibd to Jbli^^ted development 
programme for Arab 'countries. 
The programme aims a t achieving 
just diaribdtjon of the gains of 
common Arab development and 
deepening the concept of Arab 
social mtegratioa. 

Kbwait urges 
normalisation of 
Jordan-PLO ties 

KUWAIT (R) —Kuwait Tuesday 
welcomed what it said were efforts 
by x Egypt to encourage a 
rapprochement between Jordan 
and; the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Ai Ahmad 
A! Sabah, in remarks carried by 
the Kuwait News Agency KUNA, 
said iBTere was a pressing need for 
normal relations between Amman 
and the FIX). 

Bobu denies blocking 
Iran arms shipment 

BONN (R) — West German 
aithdrities said Tuesday they had 
no information to substantiate 
claims by former Iranian 
Presjdeat AboI Hassan Bani Sadr 
thataeaxgo of military equipment 
- -for 7 .'tran - bad been seized at 
Frankfurt airport. Mr. Bani Sadr, 
.who Eves in exile in France, said 
Monday that the shipment, 
marked for delivery to the Iranian 
Defence Ministry, was intercepted 
JattFrclay as it was be mg handled 
at. the airport.. 

Kii^ Fahd arrives* 
in Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — King Fahd of 
■Saadi Arabia flew to Bahrain to 
inaugurate a billion-do! lar 
causeway connecting his country 
.WTthlihe Arab World's smallest 
state. The 25-kfloraetre link is 
expected to. strengthen political, 
militar y and economic ties,, 
already dose, between die two: 
Gulf allies. 

Chinese diplomat 
defects in Bonn 

BONN (R) — A diplomat at the 
Chinese- embassy in Bonn has 
applied for political asylum in 
West Germany and has since 
disappeared, government sources 
said Tuesday. They named him as 
Tti Bingru, first secretary in the 


Iraqi jets blast Iran’s 
oil terminal at Larak 

Attack, deepest ever, follows raid on Abu Dhabi oil rig 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Agencies) — Iraqi 
warplanes Tuesday attacked an Iranian oil 
terminal in the Strait of Hormuz, damaging 
three ships, after jets believed to be Iranian 
raided an ofl platform in the Gulf killing at 
least five workers, shipping sources said. 


wvaOfUJU WM— — J 7 

and said he had sought asylum 
Monday along with his wife, Zhu 
Meilan. 


The raid on the makeshift oil 
terminal at Larak, 1,150 
kilometres from Iraq's southern 
airbase, was the farthest Iraqi jets 
have ranged in their campaign to 
throttle Iran's oil export HfcUne. 

It was the first air raid on Larak 
close to the Iranian coast in the 


strait, gateway to the Gul£ in the 
six-year-old war between Iran and 
Iraq. 

In previous long-range strikes 
in August on Iran's other main 
terminal on Sirri Island, 240 
kilometres southwest of Larak, 
Iraq said its Mirage 


fighter-bombers were refuelled in 
midair by other jets. 

Iran said its fighters bombed 
economic and military targets in 
northern Iraq and claimed its 
anti-aircraft gunners shot down 
two Iraqi warplanes over north 
and west Iran. 

Iraq also said 54 of its 
fighter-bombers attacked various 
taigecs in Iran, including a railroad 
station and military bases. 

The shipping sources, who 
spoke on condition they were not 


named, identified the ships hit at 
Larak as the 69 .000- tonne Iranian 
tanker Tabriz, the 120.000-tonne 
Cypriot tanker Antarctica and an 
Iranian storage “mother ship.” 
identified only as Terminal 18 
Tabriz. 

Baghdad Radio monitored in 
Nicosia, said Iraqi jets hit a "big 
naval target” off die Iranian coast. 
It gave no other details, but said 
the raid was separate from the 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraqi leader briefs King 

A, VIVIAN (Petra) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein on Tuesday 
telephoned His Majesty King Hussein and briefed him on the latest 
developments an the Iraqi war front. 

Preski ait Hussein assured the King of the solid situation at 
Iraq's war-front with Iran and “the efforts of tire Iraqi sons m 
defending the Arab World's eastern gate from the Iranian 
agression." 

Kmg Hussein reiterated Jordan's total support for Iraq in Hs 
war a gains t Iran. 

Durmg the telephone call with President Hussein, king Hussein 
expressed his sa fraction with the Iraqi army's heroic stands in 
protecting Iraq and the Arab lands and hailed the high spirits of the 
Iraqi fighters, and their readiness to conquer the Iranian 
aggressors. 



STRAIT OF 
HORMUZ 
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Amal fighters recapture stronghold 
after fierce battles with Palestinians 


MAGHDOUSHEH, Lebanon 
(R) — Shi’te Muslim Amal 
mifiriaracQ regained control of 
most of a strategic stronghold in 
South Lebanon Tuesday after 
hand-to-hand battles with 
Palestinian fighters, witnesses 
said. 

They said about 100 Amal 
fighfers thrust into the village of 
Maghdousheh under a barrage of 
mortar bombs and artillery and 
rocket fire. 

A further 700 heavily-armed 
militiamen were deployed on the 
hilly roads leading to the village 
south east of Sidon, they said. 

As battles raged in the south. 
Palestinian sources in Beirut said 
fierce fighting erupted between 


the Shfite mihria and Palestinian 
commandos defending the Bourj 
Ai Barajoeh and Shatilla camps 
on the southern outskirts of the 
capital. 


The flare-up at ShatDIa was the 
first since fighting broke out six 
weeks ago at two settlements in 
the south and at Bourj AI 
Barajneh. 


Palestinians recapture Maghdousheh 


SIDON (R| — Palestinian commandos recaptured a 
stronghold in South Lebanon Tuesday hoars after Shfite Amal 
mflilwmra had taken control of most of it, Palestinian sources said. 

TTiey said theta* fighters battled with mortar bombs, artflery aod 
rockets against the Shfite mBtiamen and succeeded in retaking 
the hUtop village of Maghdousheh. sooth east of this southern 
Lebanese port. 

Witnesses said that in the earlier figitmg Tuesday, about 100 
Amal .fighters pushed into the village and fought hand to hand 
battles with the Palestnian commandos under a barrage of mortar 
bombs, artillery and rocket fire. 


Turkey starts trial of 9 in Satti killing 


ANKARA (R) — A Tur kish 
court began the trial Tuesday of 
nine people, alleged supporters of 
the Abu Nida! and Islamic Jihad 
(holy war) groups, on charges of 
involvement in tire murder of 
Jord&rian diplomat Z iad AI Satti. 

They include Gholam Yahia 
Vefai, an Iranian diplomat who 
left Turkey last Friday as 
prosecutor Nusret Demiral named 
him as a suspect. He is one of three 
defendants being tried in their 
absence. 

Two of four Palestinian 
students among the accused, 
Nader Hasanen Haboush and 
Bassem Lutfi Fayez Said AI 
Ahmad. Tuesday denied 
confessions quoted in tbe 
indictment, saying they had been 
made under torture. 


The aine are accused of 
involvement in the murder of Mr. 
Satti, the Jordanian embassy first 
secretary who was killed in July 
last year in the Cankaya district of 
Ankara. 

The defendants also include 
Mohammad Darwish Baiadi, a 
Syrian diplomat who left Turkey 
last Thursday. 

Hie indictment charges Baiadi 
with ordering Mr. Satti’ s murder 
and providing the gun used in the 
killing. 

On Monday Foreign Ministry 
sources in Damascus denied 
Baladi’s alleged involvement in 
the Satti murder. 

“After investigation, it was 
dear that Mr. Baiadi had no 
relation whatsoever with the 
accusation,” one source was. 


quoted as saying. 

The indictment said supporters 
of the AbuNidaland Islamic Jihad 
organisations conspired to commit 
the murder and other sabotage 
activities in Turkey. 

The indictment listed a series of 
attacks in Turkey said to have 
been the work of the Abu Nidal 
group since 1982, including tbe 
September massacre of 22 Jewish 
worshippers in an Istanbul 
synagogue. 

Demiral acknowledged to 
Reuters Tuesday, however, that 
there was “no firm evidence” on 
the incident 

Seven of the defeodaits face 
death sentences if convicted of 
murder, while two others face up 
to 10 years in jail as accessories. 


Gorbachev gets warm welcome in India 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) - 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
arrived in India Tuesday to a 
fulsome welcome with rose petals, 
flag-waving schoolchildren and 
stringent security, and plunged 
straight into talks with Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

“We hail you, Mr. General 
Secretary, as a crusader for 
peace.” Mr. Gandhi said at an 
airport welcoming ceremony as 
Mr. Gorbachev started his first, 
visit to Asia as Soviet Communist 
Party leader. 

In his response Mr. Gorbachev 
proclaimed the close ties between 
tbe two giant nations as a force for 
peace and stability, but painted a 
sombre picture of the current 
world situation. 

“Mankind is facing huge 
problems and grave dangers such 
as the nuclear threat and the 
problem of survival,” he said, 
before being driven to the 
presidential palace through streets 
adorned with statues and arches of 
marigolds and chrysanthemums. 

Later Tuesday the two leaders 
held four hours of talks on nuclear' 


disarmament and international 
affairs. An Indian spokesman 
quoted Mr. Gorbachev as saying: 
“We bad very good and 
far-reaching discussions. We have 
earned our dinner.” 

At a banquet speech, Mr. 
Gorbachev warned that “the 
nuclear threat continues to hang 
over mankind.” 

He said his meeting with U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan in 
Reykjavik, Iceland, last month 
“brought in to sharp focus both tbe 
potential for progress toward a 
nuclear-free world and tbe 
obstacles and forces that block 
that progress.” 

The talks broke down over Mr. 
Reagan's refusal to give up his 
space-based strategic defence 
initiative (SDI). informally known 
as “Star Wars.” in exchange for 
major arms cuts. 

On the eve of his trip to India, 
Mr. Gorbachev denounced Star 
Wars as “a fraud*' and a 
“voracious monster” that makes 
disarmament talks pointless. 

In hs banquet speech, Mr. 
Gandhi said it was unfortunate 


that Star Wars blocked an arms 
agreement in Iceland. 

“Never before had the 
prospects for peace looked so 
bright — a new beginning was so 
near and yet so far,” said Mr. 
Gandhi, the chairman of the 
movement of 101 nations 
professing non-alignment. 

Mr. Gandhi also launched his 
own attack on Star Wars, saying 
“we resolutely oppose the 
militarisation of outer space.” 

He said security would be 
“dangerously jeopardised by 
creating yet another deadly and 
extremely sophisticated weapons 
system.” 

During his four-day visit to 
India. Mr. Gorbachev also will 
discuss the Soviet Union's push 
for closer ties with China, India's 
foe in a 1962 war. He also is 
expected to clarify his proposal for 
an Asian-Pacific security {dan and 
seek India's endorsement. 

Mr. Gorbachev said in his 
speech that be was confident his. 
visit would help strengthen 
security in Asia and the world. 


Shahal: 
Israel still 
committed 
to peace 
conference 

CAIRO (R) — Israeli Energy 
Minister Moshe Shahal said 
Tuesday he had told Egyptian 
President Hosai Mubarak that 
Israel's commitment to join an 
international conference on 
Middle East peace remained 
valid. 

He told reporters after meeting 
Ministe of State for Foreign 
Affairs Boutros Gfiali that be had 
carried messages to Mr. Mubarak 
from Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

He did not disclose their 
contents but said: “Hie foreign 
minister has authorised me to 
convey to President Mubarak that 
the commitment given by Mr. 
Peres (when he was) prime 
minister is stiti abiding and there is 
no change in this position.” 

At their Alexandria summit last 
September Mr. Peres, as prime 
mm is ter, and Mr. Mubarak agreed 
to set up a committee to prepare 
for an international conference. 

Mr. Shamir, who succeeded Mr. 
Peres last month in a 
power-sharing deal, is opposed to 
the idea of an international 
conference, preferring direct talks 
with Arab states. 

Mr. Mubarak has said an 
international conference would 
not be a substitute for direct 
negotiations but a prelude to 
them. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said Dr. Gbali made dear to Mr. 
Shahal that progress on tbe 
bilateral level could not be 
separated from die Palestinian 
problem and “the extent of 
progress enabling Palestinians to 
practise their legitimate rights.” 

Mr. Mubarak said before 
meeting Mr. Shahal Monday that 
Mr. Shamir’s encouragement of 
more Jewish settlements in 
occupied Arab territories 

(Ctwtfaned oa page 4) 


Queen 
opens 
Jordanian 
exhibition 
in Paris 

By Elia Nasrallah 
in Paris 

THE history of Jordan went on 
display here on Tuesday with 
treasures of artefacts revealing a 
glorious past and a continuous 
chain of human civilisation. 

The great event came with the 
inauguration of an exhibition 
entitled: “The King's Highway: 
9000 Years of Art in the Kingdom 
of Jordan,” which describes the 
country's historical background 
from the first known human 
settlements until today. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
inaugurated the exhibition, 
expressing delight and satisfaction 
with the event which relates lo the 
story of cmDsatiOa in Jordan. 

In her inaugural speech. Queen 
Noor expressed hope that the 
exhibition would further 
contribute towards strengthening 
Franco- Arab cooperation and 
ties, and said that the event took 
an added significance since it is 
held in Paris, the capital of art in , 
the world. 

The Queen paid tribute to Mrs. 
Francois Mitterrand and to 
French Premier Jacques Chirac 
who took pan in the exhibition's 
inauguration and thanked them 
for die great hospitabihiy with 
which ' (for Majesty has been 
received with. 

Mr. Chirac in turn gave a speech 
in which he said tbe French people 
would be' fascinated ~by the 
mtiquities of Jordan, which give 
evidence of the contmuity of 
civilisation in Jordan. 

Mr. Chirac said that it was the 
first time that Paris received and 
hosted such a specialised 
exhibition on Jordan's history, 
culture and art. 

The French prime mmister, who 
described the display as a “great 
event in the ailtura! life of 
Fiance,” said that the exhibition 
would reinforce the deep-rooted 
and authentic Jordanian history. 

The exhibition brings to die 
French people an opportunity to 
get acquainted with the Joidaniao 
heritage and civilisation since it 
portrays the various cultures 
which have affected Jordan and 
which the Kingdom has witnessed 
throughout the ages. Mr. Chirac 
said. 

Queen Noor, acco mpanied . by 
Mrs. Mitterrand, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chirac and a number of French 
dignitaries, including the ministers 
of foreign affairs and culture and 
speaker of the French Senate, 
later toured the exhibition and 
inspected the artefacts and 
paintings on display at the 
Lux.?-nbourg Museum in the heart 
of Paris. 

Also there to attend the 
ceremony were Speaker 


opening 
or the Lo 


the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef AI Fayez, Senate Member 
Amer Khammasfa and deputies 
Suiaiman Daoud, Rizk Ai 
Batayneh and Nazih Amareen, 
Her Highness Princess Wijdan, 
wife of the Jordanian Armed 
forces Commander in Chief, Mrs. 
Nawzat Zaid fin Shaker. Jordan's 
ambassador to France Ibrahim 
Bouran and his wife and Mr. Nasri 
Atallah, director general of the 
Tourism Authority. 

Speaking to reporters after the 
exhibition's inauguration, Mr. 
Chirac voiced his deep 
appreciation for His Majesty King 
Hussein and expressed hope that 
peace and stability wifi endure in 

(Cootfawed on page 4) 

Exhi>itioo provides appreciation 
of cultural development in Jordan 
sfctce die earliest days, page 5 


FOR SALE 

GHALEB S.TUKAN & Partners 
announce their residence, 
situated near 3^ circle opp. 
‘Zahran Security Center*, for sale. 

Those Interested, Please contact 
Tel. No. 642113/ 642114 


Poindexter resigns 


after contra di 
is added to Iran dea. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - 
President Reagan's National 
Security Adviser, John 
Poindexter, resigned Tuesday 
after disclosure that some of the 
proceeds of secret U-S. arms sales 
to Iran were diverted to 
American-backed Nicaraguan 
rebels. 

A dm. Poindexter’s aide. Marine 
Lt.-Col. Oliver North, was fired 
for allegedly overseeing the 
diversion of between $10 million 
and S30 mBBon to Swiss hank 
accounts held by so-called contras 
fighting tbe leftist government in 
Managua. 

At a hastily-called White House 
news conference. Mr. Reagan said 
he had been unaware until 
Monday of what be called the 
seriously flawed implementation of 
his 18-month secret policy of 
seekhig better relations with Iran. 

“1 am deeply troubled that the 
implementation of a poKcy aimed 
at resolving a trnfy tragic situation 
m the Middle East has resulted m 
such controversy,” Mr. Reagan, 
75, said grimly in anmmcmg that 
Adra. Pomdfiter had resiigKd and 
GoL Nortt had been refieved ofhas' 

rl u t i g g 

Mr. Reagan, whose 
adinmistration has been onder 


sustained attack over the 
arms-for-lran deal since word 
leaked out three weeks ago. said he 
had asked the Justice Department 
to review the conduct of the affair. 

He had discovered he was not 
fully informed about one 
unspecified aspect of the operation 
and that had raised questions of 
propriety. 

“Although not directly involved 
Vice Admiral John Poindexter has 
asked to be relieved cf his 
assignment as assistant to the 
president for national security 
affairs.” he said. 

Mr. Reagan toEd reporters he 
intended to appoint a special 
review board “to conduct a 
comprehensive review of the role 
and procedures of the National 
Security Council ( NSC) staff and 
the conduct of foreign and national 
security policy’.* ' 

Attorney General Edwin Mcese 
said Adm. Poindexter, head of the 
NSC, “knew generally” shout the 
diversion afftnds aad added, “he 
<Ed sot try to stop it.” 

Col. North, a shadowy veteran 
of tbe Vietnam War who was in 
charge of NSC covert operations, 
was “The only person in the United 
States government who knew 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraq renews attack on U.S. 

contradiction be ween official 
policy and actual practice,” 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz said 
in a speech to the National 
Assembly (parliament) Monday 
night.' 


BAGHDAD (R) - Iraq has 
renewed its attack on the United 
States administration foritssecret 
arms trade with Iran, with whom 
Iraq has been at war for over six 
years. 

“The arms deal with Iran was a 
great insult to the American 
people by their administration, 
because it reflected a dear 


The full text of the speech was 
publidied in AJ Iraq newspaper 
Tuesday. 


Syria demies 
charges, accuses 



EAST BERLIN (R) - Syria’s 
ambassador Tuesday denied 
charges his embassy ted helped 
smuggle a bomb to West Berlin 
and said the trial of two Arab 
suspects for an attack on a 
German- Arab society there 
served only Israeli secret services. 

Ambassador Faysal Sammak, 
speaking in an interview at the 
embassy, also said he hoped Bonn 
would not sever ties with 
Damascus after tbe court reaches 
itsverdicton the two, Ahmad Hasi 
and Farouk Salameh, in West 
Beilin Wednesday. 

We hope they woa’t (break off 
relations) and we don’t expect it,” 
he said. 

The two men admitted 
responsibility for the March 29 
blast at a German-Arab 
Friendship Society and claimed a 
Syrian military intelligence officer 
called Haytham Saed supplied 
Hasi with the bomb during a 
meeting at the embassy here. 

Salameh also described a 
meeting in Damascus with a man 
he believed to be Saed. 

“The trial started as a drama 
and has now turned into a farce... 
there is only ooe whose interests 
are served by this and that is the 
Mossad (Israeli secret service) and 
the Zionist forces It serves,” Mr. 
Sammalr said. 

“The question is: “When did 


they first accuse Syria of bemg 
involved in the bombing? The first 
mention of Syria came after a visit 
fay two Brititir agents,” he added. 

Hasi and Salameh were 
interviewed soon after their arrest 
by a British detective investigating 
an attempted bombing by Has?s 
brother, Nezar Kmdawi, in 
London. 

Hindawi was jailed for 45 years 
last month and Britain broke off 
diplomatic ties with Syria, 
claiming that Damascus had 
helped in the attempt to smuggle a 
bond> onto an Israeli plane. 

Mr. Sammak said the trials of 
Hindawi and his brother had 
turned Haytham Saed, named as 
contact man in both cases, into a 
“fairy tale character.” 

“I know Haytham Saed and I 
can leS you be is a very nice 
.person. 1 must add that I’ve been 
here smee 1981 and not once in 
this time h>g he been in this 
embassy,” Mr. Sammak added. 

Sentencing was expected at 
about 1200 GMT Wednesday. 

Mr. Sammak said he was aware 
Syrian embassy staff were bemg 
closely monitored by security 
services during visits to West 
Berlin, but added: 

“We have nothing to hide. In 
fact, it means we are protected 
against terrorism ourself. Let's see 
who tires first.” 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Embassy of the Republic of Korea has the 
pleasure of announcing that the Chancery and Re- 
sidence of the Embassy will move to its new 
premises in Jabal Amman, effective December 1, 

1986 - , . . . 

Jabal Amman 

Zahran Street /AI Malfouf AI Gharbi 
Tarablus AI Gharb Street 
P.O. Box 3060 
Tel: 642268, 642 2 63 
(Telephone numbers remain unchanged) 


Kuwaiti Embassy 


5th Circle - 


L 


4th Circle 


Australian Embassy 


Greek 

Embassy 



Embassy of 


<f— the Republic 


of Korea 


Austria Commercial office 




2 Home-Middle East news 


JORDAN 


Muslim leaders demand 
U.N. force in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — Muslim 
leaders called on Tuesday for a United Nations force 
in Jerusalem to protect Palestinians in the wake of 
violent attacks by Jewish mobs. 


Faisal Husseini, a member of 
the Higher Islamic Council, told 
reporters at the A1 Aqsa Mosque 
the group wanted U.N. 
protection as a “firsr step towards 
ending Israeli occupation" and 
establishing an independent 
Palestinian slate. . 

He said die move would be 
aimed at regaining control of the 
Arab sector of the city. 

U.S. Consul General Moms 
Draper, who was among six 
Western consular officials who 
attended Mr. Husseini’s news 
conference, said he would report 
to Washington on the proposal. 

Mr. Draper refused to 
elaborate, saying only “we deeply 
regret the recent turmoil and 
violence.” 

The proposal came on the heals 
of more than a week of violence, 
which reached its height Sunday 
when about 700 Jews shouting 
"death to Arabs" hurled rocks at 
Arab tomes inside the Old City. 

Jerusalem has been torn by 
unrest since a Jewish youth was 
stabbed to death Nov. 15. 

- We are in danger and we are in 
need of somebody to protect us 
and our property." said council 
chairman Sadeddin Alami. 


Jerusalem's chief mukhtar. 

“We don't want Jerusalem to 
become an international city. We 
want only the protection of a U .N. 
force " he added. 

The Muslim leaders were 
vague, however, about the 
composition of such a force and 
tow long it would remain. 

“Six months, a year. 1 don't 
know,” Mr. Husseini said. “It 
would be limited in tune... asa first 
step to ending occupation. We 
don't want an Internationa] force 
here as an umbrella, a cover, for 
occupation.” 

Mr. Husseini said the force 
would replace the Israeli troops 
who patrol the city. 

Mohammad AI Jamal, the 
council's second-in-command, 
interrupted the news conference, 
strongly condemning the proposal 
of a U.N. force. “We want the 
protection of the law and our 
people, not an international 
presence,” he shouted. He did not 
elaborate. 

The news conference, held in an 
anteroom of the silver-domed 
mosque , was broken up by a dozen 
veiled women who said they had 
been forced to leave their 
damaged homes in the Okl City. 


They demanded protection so 
they could return to their homes. 

Mo hamm ad Wattad, one of 
three Arab members of the Israeli 
parliament who attended the news 
conference, told reporters he did 
not think a U.N. force would solve 
the unrest in Jerusalem. 

“We had the U.N. in other 
places and what have they done?” 
be asked. “But we do have to find 
a new formula for th is city that will 
protect Arabs and give them their 
complete rights.'* 

“fra not m favour of new walls. 
But Jerusalem cannot be 
administered by the Israelis,” he 
said. 

A Jordanian paper called on 
Tuesday for international 
intervention to halt the anti-Arab 
violence in Jerusalem. 

“We are confident that the 
situation requires urgent 
international intervention to 
maintain the simplest citizenship 
rights in the city which Israel 
claims as its eternal capital,” the 
Arabic language AI Dus tour said. 

Ai Dus tour said the attacks 
were instigated by followers of 
extremist Israeli Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, under the protection of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
police force. 

Sawt AI Shaab said the violence 
was part of a plan to drive Arabs 
out of their country, particularly 
Jerusalem (See Arab Press 
editorials on page 4). 
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The dreary, narrow lanes of Nahar AI Bared camp in norft Lebanon. An estimated 18,000 people Bvmg in 
an area of 600 by 400 metres (UNRWA photo) 

Palestinian refugees? fleeing S. Lebanon 
fighting, end up in camps near Tripoli 


Iranian Jews streaming into Europe 


By Roland Prinz 

The Associated Press 

VIENNA — Refugee officials and 
diplomats say a growing number 
of Jews are fleeing religious 
persecution in Iran and trying to 
resettle in United States. 

They said the Jews are pan of a 
new wave of Iranian emigrants, 
also including Bahais, Armenian 
Christians and Muslims, opposed 
to the ride of Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini. 

An Israeli official said Jews also 
are leaving Iran because they are 
afraid of being drafted into the 
army to fight against Iraq. But a 
senior U.S. aid official discounted 
that reason, saying Iran is not 
anxious to have Jews in array. 

The diplomats and refugee 
officials said more than 1,000 
Iranian Jews, including scores of 
children, are in Vienna awaiting 
permission to settle in the United 
States. Hundreds more reportedly 
are waiting at UJS. immigrant 
processing centers in Athens, 
Rome, Frankfurt and Paris. 

Israeli officials estimate that the 
number of Jews in Iran has 
dwindled to about 30,000 from 
the 80.000 said to have lived there 
when Ayatollah Khomeini took 
power in 1979. 

Relief officials and others 
involved with the Iranian Jews 
discussed the topic reluctantly. 
They spoke on condition of 
anonymity and cautioned that 
excessive publicity could hurt 
others trying to leave Iran. 

The refugee officials would not 
permit interviews with Iranian 
Jewish refugees in Vienna. 

The flow of refugees from Iran 
is not new. A senior U.S. relief 


official said more than 1.000 
Iranian Jews entered West 
Germany via East Berlin during 
just one weekend a few months 
ago. 

One aid official said berween 
60 and 70 Jews arrive in Vienna 
each week from Iran. 

Iranian dissident sources 
estimate that as many as 1.5 
million Iranians have fled their 
homeland since the revolution. 
The anti-Khomeini underground 
group Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
claims that 50,000 people have 
been executed in Iran since 1979. 
Amnesty International has 
confirmed 6.S78 executions 
through 1985 but says the true 
figure is probably much higher. 

Published reports in Israel and 
the United States have spoken of 
hundreds of Jews being jailed in 
Iran. 

Moshe Meisels. an Austrian 
radio correspondent in Israel, has 
quoted government and officials, 
and Iranian Jewish sources as 
saying Iranian Jews who have 
money "are being released” from 
jail and may emigrate. 

“We know that many of them 
paid money — ransom — in order 
to leave," an Israeli foreign 
ministry official told the 
Associated Press in Israel. 

Officials in Vienna and 
Frankfurt concurred. 

"We are dealing with people 


who in one way or another have 
bribed (authorities) to get 
passports and come out, legally if 
you tike, or those who have gone 
the long way around through 
Turkey and Pakistan,” said a 
senior UJS. diplomat in Vienna. 
"That's all common knowledge.” 

“The consensus here among the 
(relief) organisations is that if you 
are Jewish and you can getout, it’s 
best you do get out.” hie added. 

A U.S. diplomat said some 98 
per cent of the Iranian Jews 
arriving in Vienna want to go to 
the United States. Hundreds more 
Jews from Iran reportedly arrived 
in Israel in recent months, 
although no official figures were 
available. 

The flow of Jews from Iran to 
Israel was linked to American 
arms supplies to Tehran, some 
reports indicate. • 

*‘The waiting period of new 
arrivals to go to America is getting 
ever longer, up to 18 months," 
said a leader of Vienna'a Jewish 
community. 

The U.S. diplomat said more 
than 1,000 Iranian refugees were 
“approved and committed to 
travel to the United States” from 
Austria in 1985. He said 740 were 
approved in the first three 
quarters of 1936, and that 280 
more were expected to be 
processed by the end of the year. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thousands of 
Palestinian refugees have fled 
their camps in South Lebanon 'in 
the face of continued fighting 
between Palestinian fighters and 
militiamen of the Lebanese Amal 
militia, and a good number of 
them have ended up in camps in 
north Lebanon, according to a 
press release by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestrae refugees ( UNRWA). 

The news release, received at 
the Jordan Times on Tuesday, 
described the conditions of 
overcrowded living facilities in the 
north Lebanese camps of Nahar 
AI Bared and Baddawi. Following 
is part of the press release. 

AI 3-hour, 150-kilo metre trip 
over slippery mountain roads 
brought a 58-year-old widow and 
her two grandchildren to safety in 
Nahar AI Bared camp near 
Tripoli. She left behind her son 
and die rest of his family in- 
Rashidiyeh camp near Tyre which 
has been under siege and 
inaccessible since Sept. 30. 

Reem Raja Saleh Abdallah now 
temporarily lives in tor daughter's 
home in Nahar AI Bared worrying' 
about the family she left behind in 
the south. In 1982 her house in 


Tyre was destroyed and she 
escaped only with her clothing. 
Since then she had been living 
with her son in Rashidiyeh camp. 

She is one of almost 10,000 
Palestine refugees who have fled 
from the Tyre area over the past 
few weeks. Most have fled to 
Saida, where they are living in 
UNRWA schools, but 410 have 
gone to the Bekaa Valley and 
another 475 to the Tripoli area. 
Those who have readied Tripoli 
are living with family and friends 
in Baddawi and Nahar AI Bared 
camps, which are already 
overcrowded. Nahar AI Bared has 
more than 18,000 residents in an 
area of 600 by 400 metres. 

The Jawhar family left Al-Buss 
camp in Tyre a month ago. 
walking first the 30 kilometres to 
Saida through orchards and fields 
to avoid the many checkpoints 
along the road. Then they were 
able to get a ride to Tripoli. 

In Nahar AI Bared cam they are 
living with Mrs. Jawhars aunt 
With the Jawhaj's and their six 
children, the small house now 
accommodates 20 persons. The 
Jawhars have been given one tiny 
roo m whose only furniture is three 


thin mattresses. 

In Tyre, Mr. Jawhar had a job 
spraying crops. Now he is 
searching for daily-paid work in 
Nahar AI Bared and hoping to get 
back to his home in Al-Buss 

During the past 10 years there 
has been a continuous flow of 
Palestine refugees over the length 
and breadth of Lebanon, la 1984 
and 1985, some 70,000 refugees 
were displaced by fighting at 
various times around Saida, 
Beirut and Tripoli. 

In 1986 so far, more than 
10,000 refugees have fled heavy 
fighting around the Beirut camps 
or Shatila and Bourj Al-Barajneh 
in June and July, and now some 
10,000 have done the same from 
the Tyre area. 

As predictions of ceasefires 
come and go, Rashidiyeh camp 
remains under siege. AI Buss is 
accessible but like a ghost town 
with all doors closed and windows 
shuttered. Bouij AI Stomaii camp 
is inaccessible. 

Hundreds of young men have 
been detained and there are daily 
reports of violent incidents against 
Palestinians living both in South 
Lebanon and in the Beirut area. 


5 jailed in theft of military parts for Iran 


Prince Nayef visits Syria today 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia's interior minister. Prince Nayef 
Ibn Abdul Aziz. wOI pay an official visit to Syria on Wednesday, 
the Saudi Press Agency reported Tuesday. It gave no details of the 
visit, which it said was at the invitation of Syrian Interior Minister 
Mohammad Ghabbash. Saudi Arabia has played a major role in 
trying to reconcile Iraq and Syria. 


SAN DIEGO (Agencies) - Five 
members of a nag authorities say 
stole at least $10 million worth of 
jet fighter parts from the navy and 
sold them to Iran have received 
prison terms from ooe to six years. 

The sentencing on Monday by 
UjS. District Court Judge Leland 
Nielsen came in what federal 
prosecutors said was the largest 
case of navy theft in the nation’s 
history. 

Assistant US. Attorney Phfl 
Halpem said the prime motivation 
of the defendants was greed. 

“These people were not spies in 
that they were doing this for 
political reasons. They were doing 
it for money,” to said. 

President Reagan's recent 
disclosure that to tod authorised 
the shipment of some military 
ports to Iran tod no bearing on the 
case, Mr. Halpern said. 

Primitvo Cayabyab, a former 


navy man aboard the USS Kitty- 
Hawk, received six years for 
stealing an estimated $500,000 
worth of navigational assemblies 
for F-14 jets that were valued at 
more than $94,000 each. 

Also sentenced was Julie 
Agustin, a travel agent and the 
wtfeof one of the two ringleaders. 
Franklin Agustin, who faces 
sentencing Dec. 22. 

Edgardo Agustin. described as 
the other, was to be sentenced 
Tuesday. 

Mrs. Agustin was ordered to 
serve five years in prison for her 
role in recruiting others to steal 
parts and for packing the goods for 
shipment 

Mrs. Agustin. Caybyab and 
three others all had pleaded guilty 
in exchange for having some 
charges dropped. Another navy 
man, Antonio Rodriguez, was * 
sentenced Nov. 1 1 to five years in 


prison. 

Pedro Mauasala Quito was 
sentenced to a year and a day in 
federal prison, five years 
probation and a $10,000 fine. 

Daniel and Virginia Wheeler, 
who tod worked at a naval air 
rework facility in Norfolk, 
Virginia; each received two years 
in prison for the theft of an 
estimated $500,000 worth of 
parts. 

Mr. Halpem said the $10 
million figure was conservative 
because the government 
investigation into the thefts began 
only in late 1983 and traced parts 
shipments for only six months. 
The ring had operated since at 
least 1981, to said. 

He later told reporters records 
seized in England indicated the 
total worth of spare parts for F-14 
fighters sent to Iran was in excess 
of $25 million. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL ■ 7731 II -Id 

PROGRAMME ONE 

IS-JO Koran 

15:55 Cartoons 

16:10 CtaMren's programme 

Scientific programme 

17:00 Thrill Maker Sports 

17:30 A tale of two cities 

IS Arabic series 

lfc20 Local programme 

2fcOQ News in Arabic 

2fh30 Message from Cairo 

2M0 A program e on the Ministry of 
Awqaf 

21:29 Arabic series 

22:15 Wrestfing 

2*00 News in Arabic 

23:10 Wrestfing couL 

PROGRAMME TWO 

10.-00 'Des chiffrcs et des lettres 

18:30 Catherine 

19400 News in F reach 

19:15 Aujouid "tan en Jordnme 

I9J® News in Hebrew 

19AS ..._ Varieties 

2fc0O News m Arabic 

2(h30 Three's Company 

2fe55 Documentary — Architecture at 
the Crossroads 

21:35 Alfred Hitchcock 

2£®0 New s in English 

22-JO .. "The Great Bookie Robbery" " 

RADIO JORDAN 

M3 3 KHz. AM & w MHz. F\1 
tfi partiv on ^360 KHz. SW 
Te/: 774111-19 

07*00 . — Light Music 

87:30 .. Newsdesk 

OSAO .... — Morning Show 

I (EOO News Summary 

I(kG5 — Morning Show Cram. 

11:60 Country Music 

11:30 Songs from Movies 

12dM New* Summary 

J2KJ5 Guide to the Galaxy 

Pop Session 

13:00 ........... News Summary 


1*00 ....... 

1*30 

2fh00 

21:00 

21:05 

2E55 

22:09 — 

23:00 

.23*5 

22kSJ . 

2AM 


News Desk 

Date with a Star 

Evening Show 

News Summary 

Everting Show Gootd. 


... Evening Shew Continued 

News Suqmary 

.. Evening Show Continued 

News Headlines 

— Close Dawn 


■lies 

U-M 


14:10 


14:15 


lfeOO — 


ItiriO 

News Summary 

1M5 


lfc» ... 

Old Favooriles 

VJM ... ... 


1730 Pop Sessoo 


IStiM News Summary 

18:05 Women in Music Masters and 
Music 

1*30 Music 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

tL»0. 720. 1323 KHz ■ 

06M Newsdesk 06e38 Street Life 96M 
Book Choice 0fc45 Financial News 
OfcSS Reflections 67:00 World News 
07:09 24 Hours; News Summary 07:30 
Report on KeEgion 07:45 The World 
Today 0&S0 Newsdesk 8830 Meridian 
•9*0 World News 09*9 24 Horn: 
News Snmmary0930 Development "86 
lfeOO World News 1 OM Reflections 
10:15 Classical Record Review Hb30 
Inst A Minute 11 KM Wodd News 11.-89 
British Press Review 11:15 The World 
Today UJO Financial News; Look 
Ahead 11:45 A Land of Song 1240 
News Summary; Omnibus Lh30 Jazz 
Score 13KM World News 1349 News 
About Britain 13:15 Street Life 13c30 
Meridian 14KM Radio Newsreel 14:15 
Masterpiece in Nature 14:25 The 
Farming World l*fc45 Sports Round-up 
15KM World News 1*09 24 Hours: 

15:45 Teoor^and Bartan^lSoONews 
Summary; Outlook 1*45 Report on 
Refigion 17.-00 Radio Newsreel 17:15 
Writers at Home 17:30 Owen for 
November 18.-00 World News ttriM 
Commentary 18:15 Rock Salad Jfc45 
The World Today- 19KM WoiW News 
1SWB A Letter from Wales 19:15 Body 
Talk 19 l 36 New Ideas IMS Book 
Choice 20:00 Newsdesk 20:30 
Mukitrack2 —Top Twenty 21:00 News 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW J260 iC 5W 7200. 9563. 1/740. 

I / 923 and I32IO Hz 

05:00 News. Infoimal Presentation of 
Popular Musk with Feature Reports. 
Interviews. Answers to Listener’s 
Questions. Science Reports. Sports 
News at 30 minutes past the boor. 17:00 
News 17:10 NcwsSne 17 J0 Mask USA 
1MB News 18:10 Focus 1830 Special 
English News & Features UfcOO News 
19:10 Newiine 19-JO Magazine Show 
2844 News 28:10 Focus 2fc30 Special 
EngSsh News & Features 2 LOO News 
21:10 Newsline America 21:30 Music 
USA 2Zs00 News & Editorial 22:15 
Musk USA Jazz 2340 News 23:10 
VOA Wodd Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* German book e rin b it i n q at the 
University of Jordan ( until Nov. 26). 

’ An exhibition of con t e nt p en tv an in 
the Federal Repubficof Gemus.-y at the 
Petra Bank GaUety (until Nov. 29). 

The Goethe Institute presents 
Geanan cartoons at tbe Department of 
Architecture at U a i ve ratt y of Jordan ■ 
(until Nov. 26). 

* AnartezhiririonbyAyyad AlNmer 

at the French Cairo raJ Centre (until 
Dec. 4). 

’ An exhibition of pamtipgs by Rnla 
Shukfaairyatthe Royal Cultural Centre . 

FILM 

* "Wqyzeck" (with translation) 

ai 6:00 pm. at the Goethe Institute. 

VIDEO 

‘'‘Des’" —dance — at 4:00 pm. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Opening hours: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 am . 
to 4 J)0 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 
Ionian National Gallery; Contains a 
coBectioo of paintings, c e ramics, and 
sculptures by contempora r y Islamic 
artists from most of tbe Musfim 
countries and a coflection of p aintin gs 
by 1 9th Century orientafist artists. 
Muntazah. Jabal Luwribdefa. Opening 
hours: 10.00 am. - 130 pm. and 3.00 
pm. - 6.00 pm. Ooaed Tucadaya. TeL 


Royal Cultural Centre . Te t 

American Centre 

American Centre library 

British Cbundl 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe In stitu te 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish fjihnrnl Centre ..... 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth Cny 

YWCA 

Y.WMA 

Amman Munkapai Library .. 
University of Jordan Library 

MUSEUMS 


661026/7 

- 644371 

- 641520 
636147/8 
_ 637009 
.. 6*1993 

- 644203 
.. 624049 
... 639777 

- 665195 
667181/6 

- 641793 
... 664251 
.. 637111 

843555 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years ok£ Abo 
mosaics from Madaba and J crash (4tb 
to 1 8th centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hoots: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Archaeolqgfcai mums ; Hasan 

emrflent cofieokm of be antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AI Oaf a (Citadel Hill). 


Martyrs' Manorial (MBtary Mnseam): 
Collection 0 f m Story memorabilia 
dating from the Arab Rcvok of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening bourn 9 
am. -4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

PbputarLfle of Jordan Mascara: 100 to 
150 year old items such as oostunes. 
weapons, m us i c al i nstr u me nts, etc. 
Oparina hours: 90)0 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 


CHURCHES 

St- Jooepb Chords (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. TeL 624590. 

Chnrch of tbe Ananadafka (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden, Tei. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church (Roman Catbofic) 
Jabal Hussein, TeL 661757. 

Charcfa of tbe A — mrtart ua (Greek 
OrtfaocknO AbdaS. TeL 623541. 
Anglcaa Church (Church of the 
Redeoner) Jabal Amman. TeL 67890b. 
Aunuilra Qduk Qmrefa Asbrafieh, 
TeL 771331. 

AnunfanOrttudsa Chords Asfarafiefa. 
TeL 775261. 

St- Eptsrska Chorda (Syrian Orthodox) 
Aritrafieh-TeL 771751. 

Amman International Chnrch 
( In ter-denom motional): meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Sbmeisani. 
TeL 677534. 

EvangeBcal Lathers Church Jabal 
A mm a n . 6 [h Circle. (Rev. N.Smlr).TeL 
811295. 

Ratabow Cong reg ati on (International. 
In te {denominational) meets in tbe 
Church of the Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman, TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Thu information u supplied by Alia 
injurmatton depanment at the -Jueai 
A&a International Airport id. tOSi 
33200-3, H-hm ir should nfHwvr be 
verified. 

arrivals 

ALIA FLIGHTS 


IU0 

12*5 

14:00 

15*0 

15:45 

16:40 

28-JO 

24.-00 

owe 


Cairo (MS) 

Larnaca. Zurich (SR) 

Doha, Muscat (GF) 

- Kuwait (KU) 

Kuwait (LN) 

Medina, Jeddah (SVJ 

Sana’a (IY) 

— Baghdad (IA) 

Karachi (PK) 


09*08 Aqaba (RJ) 

09-J0 Cairo (RJ) 

09-JO Damascus (RJ) 

lfc» Kuwait (R/) 

10*0 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17 JO Cairo (Rjj 

17:50 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IMS Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 

1805 Madrid. Belgrade (RJJ 

1835 ... London. Geneva (RJ) 

18=45 Brngkokfruj 

OTHER FLIGHTS 


07:45 Karachi (PK) 

09-J0 — -Sanaa (IY) 

11:35 Cairo (MS) 

12:50 Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(GF) 

13*5 Kuwait (KU) 

I4s45 Tripofi (LNi 

15:10 Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

17s45 Athens, Damascus (OA) 

18:15 — __ Paris, Damascus (AF) 

18:25 Beirut (ME) 

1930 Damascus (TYl 

2330 Baghdad (IA) 

23*15 Tripofi. Damascus (PK) 


0*48 

OtKtS 

1133 

14:13 

1632 

17:57 


Fajr 

(Sunrise! Duha 

Dhohr 

" Asr 

— Maghreb 

"Isha 


DEPARTURES 
ALIA FLIGHTS 

Q6s4S .......... Aqaba 

lb* Vienna. New York 

12£0 — London 

1330 Cairo 

20t30 Dubai. Bahrain 

2fe4S Abu Dhabi. Dubai 

2fe45 Kuwait Dhahro 

21:00 Baghdad 

21:60 Jeddah 

21:15 Cairo 

OTHER FLIGHTS 


0630 Frankfurt (LH) 

08:45 ... Damascus, Tripofi (PK) 

18:15 Damascus, Rome (AZ) 

18-J8 Damascus (IY) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pare 

— Atlantic Qory 

— Douyang Leaid 

Amin Knwar and Sons Company, with 
its new offices in Shmegani. at your 
service, teh 603703/15. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

1 1 w ill be partly doudy to ckxidy, with a 
mediian end high clouds. Winds vrifl be' 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, winds wiH 
be northerly moderate and calm sea. 


6/J7 

11/23 

S/19 

11/24 


Deserts 

.Ionian VaDqr 


Yesterday's high tempera lures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 23. Humidity 
readings: Amman 51 per cent, Aqaba 
40 percent. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Tuesday rates 
Local scWbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 87 3/ 833- 

Dutch guilder -151.5/ 1533 

French franc $23f SZ.9 

rtafian lira 24.7/ 25’ 

Japa nese y<g (for 10Q) 209^ 212.8 

Swedish crown r „„ 49 j/ 5Q.1 

Swiss franc 204.4/ 2Q7.2" 

UX.sterilag pound 486.1/ 492A 

US. dollar 344 AI 347 J 

W. German mark 171/ 173.5 


iffisgi 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Thatcher denies revealing Vanunu • 
whereabouts 

LONDON (R) — British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcfaer.on . 
Monday denied her govern meat pasted any information to Israel - 
on the whereabouts of nuclear technician Mordechai Vanunu who - 
vanished from London after disclosing alleged Israeli nuclear 
secrets to a British newspaper.. Mrs. Thatcher told parliament ^no 
revelations had been made over Mr. Vanunu, who is being 
detained in an Israeli jail pending possible treason charges after 
mysteriously disappearing from London on Sept. 30. Mr. -- 
Vanunu, who worked at Israel's top-secret Dimona nuclear 
.reactor, tokl the Sim day Times newspaper that Dimona hadbeen 
an atom bomb factory for over 20 years. Politicians have 
questioned the government here about what happened to him' in ■ 
London, after reports that be may have been kidnapped _by 
Israel's secret service Mossad. Britain last week ruled out an, 
inquiry into how Mr. Vanunu came to be in Israel, saying a police ■ 
investigation tod found no criminal evidence in connection with j 
his disappearance. The Sunday Times has said that Mossad agents, 
'shadowed Mr. Vanunu during his London visit and used a woman . . 
called Cindy to hire him into a trap. . " , 

Dubai jails drug smugglers 

DUBAI (R) — Three Nigerians arrested at Dubai airport last’ 
August with capsules of heroin in theirrectums have each been 
sentenced to seven years in prison for drug trafficking, 
newspapers reported Tuesday . Four years of their sentepoeswere ^ 
suspended because the court argued that the defendants were 
poor and had been forced to smuggle drugs to earn a livmg, the 
papers said. The three, including one woman, were also fined 
5,000 dirhams (51 360). They were part of a group of 23 West 
Africans arrested while passing through Dubai airport, on their ' 
way to Africa from Pakistan. 

Israeli captain convicted in stowaway case 

TELAVIV(AP) — A district court on Tuesday found an Isadi ; 
sea captain guilty of setting a Tanzanian stowaway adrift ; trw 
shark-infested waters off the coast of Mozambique, the Itiin news * 
agency reported. The court found the captain, Avner Gilad, gpfty 7 
of aggravated assault resulting in bodily harm, and transportmg* ■- 
man in a dangerous vehicle,. Israel Radio reported. Another- 
officer was found guilty of the second count Sentence on the two 
will be passed next month. Gilad faces up to nine years ^ m prison^ 

, the radio said . The incident took place in 1 982 burwas kepiseCTqg. 
for two years until the ship’s carpenter* Zeev* . Kronenbejg^ 
published pictures of the stowaway with a rope around hfc neefc: 
and* later, on a makeshift raft. Kroiienberg said Gilad, captam ofr 
the vessel "Moran,” tod forced the stowaway onto the raft fire ■ 
kilometres off the coast in shark- infested waters without any hope 
of survival. 

Hostage’s brother Issues appeal 

BEIRUT (R) — The brother of an American hostage hdkt in 
Lebanon has appealed to him to write as reassurance that he is in 
good health. Thomas Cicippio addressed the appeal to bis 
brother, Joseph, through a letter published by the independent ' 
Lebanese daily newspaper An Nahar on Tuesday. : Joseph 
Cicippio, 56, chief accountant and deputy comptroller at the - 
American University Hospital in Beirut, was kidnapped on SepL " 
1 2 in west Be inn. A group calling itself the Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation claimed responsibility for the abduction. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Belgian firm discusses oil exploration 

AMMAN (R) — Belgium's state -owned oil company Petroflna is 
discussing the possibility of taking part in Jordan's ou exploration 
programme , a Belgian embassy official said. Tuesday. He said 
Fetrofraa executives had visited Amman three times since 
September for talks with Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources officials and that further meetings were expected. 
‘•They (Petroflna) are very enthusiastic," the official added. 
Earlier this year, two U.S. ofl finns. Hunt and Amoco, signed 
7 * 2 -year exploration agreements with Jordan. 

Masri receives EC ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign MinisterTaher A1 Masri on Tuesday 
received the ambassadors of the 12 European Community (EC) 
countries accredited to Jordan. Mr. Masri and the EC envoys 
reviewed the relations between Jordan and the community. 

Lawzi calls Senate for session 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad AJ Lawzi on Tuesday called the house to session on 
Thursday. 

Decree approves envoy’s appointment 

AMMAN (Petra) - A Royal Decree was issued on Tuesday 
approving the appointment of Mr. Sa'ad AJ Bataineh as Jordan's 
plenipotentiary and ambassador extraordinary to North Yemen. 

Boycott office adds 80 firms to list 

AMMAN (Petra) - Minister of Finance Hanna Odeh on 
Tuesday issued a regulation banning deals with 80 foreign 
companies which have violated terms of the Arab office for the 
boycott of Israel. The new regulations also lifted bans on a 
number of other foreign companies which have changed activities 
in accordance with the taw issued by the office. 

Princess inaugurates art exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) - Her Highness Princess Fahrelnissa Zaid on 
Tuesday opened an exhibition of paintings by Rula A1 Shukairv at 
the Royal Cultural Centre . On display at the week-long exhibition 
are 52 oil paintings depicting Jordanian landscapes. Attending the 
openkig ceremony were Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid, 
Her Highness Princess Majda. members of the Arab and foreign 
diplomatic corps and invited guests. 

Hamzeh opens health centre in Salhoub 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh on Tuesday 
said that his ministry seeks to expand health services in the 
country, especially in rural and remote areas. Speaking at the 
opening ceremony of a health centre in Salhoub area of Balqa 
Gove mo rate. Dr. Hamzeh said that setting up health centres in 
Balqa Govemorate was a pressing need which the ministry is 
seeking to meet. He also called on citizens to have their children 
vaccinated against killer diseases and to obtain medical treatment 
cards during the period set by the ministry. The minister also 
stressed the importance of personal cleanliness and health care for 
pregnant women and chiklreai- 

^ mm * V 

Forum to hold dialogue Saturday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Forum Humanum will hold a 
dialogue on Saturday to discuss the role of the media in social and 
economic development in Jor dan. The dialogue will be held at the 
Faculty of Agriculture of the University of Jordan. 

Cabinet okays memo with W. Germany 

AMMAN (Petra ) — The Cabinet has approved the exchange of 
memos of understanding between Jordan and the Federal 
Republic of Germany regarding extending the services of a 
number of German experts working in Jordanian development 
projects. 

WAJ trainees complete course 

AMMAN (Petra ) — President of the Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) Mohammad Saleh A1 Keilani on Tuesday attended the 
graduation ceremony of a new batch of trainees at the WAJ. Mr. 
KeOan i addressed the trainees who have completed a course in the 
administration of personnel and he spoke about the importance of 
continued training in order to improve the efficiency of staff at the 
authority. 

Hmoud visits afforestation projects 

SALT (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud on 
Tuesday paid inspection visits to areas where afforestation 
schemes are being carried out in Baiqa'a Govemorate. He visited 
the Wasfi A1 Tel forest and sites in the areas of Urn Rumman, 
Aira. Yaraqa, and Wadi Shea'eb. Prior to his tour, Mr. Hmoud 
visited the Department of Agriculture in the govemorate and was 
briefed on its activities by its director. 

Symposium to discuss milk production 

AMMAN ( Petra) —A two-day symposium on milk and products 
will be held at the University of Jordan on Wednesday. During the 
symposium, which is organised by the Lloiversity of Jordan, 
Faculty of Agriculture, 14 working papers on milk production, 
marketing and processing wEU be discussed in three sessions to be 
held over two days. The working sessions will be followed by an 
open debate on the problems and obstacles facing the production 
of fresh milk and its processing in Jordan and means of 
overcoming these problems. Taking part in the symposium will be 
representatives of various ministries, institutions and milk 
producers from the private sector. 

Association accepts 45 new engineers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Engineers Association has 
agreed to accept 45 new member engineers specialised in the 
feldsof civil engineering as well as electromechanical engineering 
and mining. The Jordanian Agricultural Engineers' Association 
has also accepted six new members. 

Savings fund director visits Irbid 

1RB1D (Petra) — Director General of the Postal Savings Fund 
Ghazi A1 Rifaisaid on Tuesday that the fund has decided to invest 
in treasury and development bonds as a means to contribute 
towards financing economic and social development plans. 
During a meeting with directors and staff of the commu n ications 
departments in Iibid, Mr. Rifai said the fund operates in 280 
offices throughout Jordan and that the number of depositors with 
the fund totalled 250,000. He added that the fund will start 
handlin g water and electricity bills and will grant loans to 
government employees, in addition to introducing a postal 
deques service as of Sept, 1987. 


Prince Hassan attends presentation 
of Aga Khan awards for architecture 


RABAT < Agencies) — Hie Aga Khan award for 
Islamic architecture, worth 5-500,000 was split 
among six winners at a ceremony held in 
Marrakesh, Morocco, in the presence of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Mohammad of Morocco. 

The six awards, in addition to five oilier honorary 1 
awards were presented by Plriace Karim Aga Khan, 
the spiritual leader of Ismaili Muslims. 

Those honoured were architects responsOde for 
the restoration of two historic monuments, Ylostar 
uld town m Yugoslavia and A1 Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem^ mud brick mosque at Ya'aroa in Niger, 
the Bbong Mosque at Rahim- Yar Khan in Pakistan, 
a social security complex in Istanbul, and the Dar 
La man e low-cost housing complex in Casablanca. 

The six were chosen by a nine-man jury from 213 
ootomadoas for the award, which was founded in 


1980 and is presented every three years. 

Prince Karim, chairman of the award’s steering 
committee, also presented a special chairman's 
prize for distinguished service to Iraqi architect 
Rifat Chadbji. 

Five other projects won honourable mentions: A 
low -income housing complex at Lsmailia in Egypt, 
the Javanese Said Naum Mosque in Jakarta. 
Shush tar new town in southwest Iran, the Kampung 
KehaJem urban area in Surabaya, Indooesia, and 
the restoration of Ottoman monuments in Istanbul. 

For the 56-year-old Aga Khan, “a good building 
has an impact on people's perception of their 
cultural heritage.” 

He founded the prizes, he has often said, because 
he feared future generations of Muslims would lose 
thcircultural identity in the Western-style build ings 
sprouting up around them. 


JCO extends 
loans for 
planting 
and sowing 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
Mreiwed Ai Tal on Tuesday said 
that the JCO has taken the 
necessary measures to grant loans 
to farmers to enable them buy 
seeds for sowing during the 
current agricultural season. 

The JCO measures. Mr. Tal 
added, included instructions and 
guidelines capable of enabling 
farmers to increase the production 
of grains. According to the new 
regulations. J D 8 will be allocated 
fora dunum planted with grains in 
the rainfed areas, JD IS for a 
dunum in the irrigated land. J D 1 3 
for a dunum planted with 
chickpeas and JD 15 for each 
dunum planted with lentils, he 
explained. 

He added that J D 250,000 out 
of the grain crop allocations have 
been set aside to be used for 
subsidising chickpea and lentil 
crops. The regulation also 
provided for supplying farmers 
with seeds, fertilisers, and 
providing the mechanical services 
required for ploughing, sowing, 
spraying and harvesting. Mr. Tal 
added. However, he went on to 
say that beneficiaries from 
these loans must be members of a 
cooperative society and should 
have settled their loans 
repayments or debts to the 
organisation. The JCO will collect 
Five per cent interest, on loans 
settled on the maturity date, 
otherwise an extra seven percent 
will be collected as commission in 
case of farmers' failure to settle 
their debts. 

Mr. Tal said that the JCO will 
supervise the implementation of 
the new regulations on loans „ 


King honours Pakistani envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) - His .Majesty 
King Hussein has conferred the 
Medal of Independence of ihe 
First Order on Pakistani 
Ambassador in Amman Ehsan 
Rashid in recognition of his efforts 
in promoting and bolstering 
bilateral relations between Jordan 
and Pakistan. 

Foreign Minister Taher Al 
Masri presented the medal to 
Professor Rashid during a 
luncheon .Mr. Masri hosted on 
Tuesday in honour of the 
ambassadoron the occasion of the 
end of his tour in Jordan. Mr. 
.Masri. in a speech during the 


lunch, praised Prof. Rashid's 
efforts and his role in 
strengthening relations between 
the two countries. 

The Pakistani ambassador 
replied with a speech in which he 
expressed his thanks to the King 
and to the government and people 
of Jordan for the warm welcome 
and respect extended to him 
during his term in Jordan. The 
lunch was attended by Foreign 
Ministry Secretary General 
Tayseer Toukan and members of 
the Arab and foreign diplomatic 
crops in Amman. 


Voluntary societies play vital 
role in social development 


AMMAN (Petra) - Voluntary 
work in Jordan is based on 
estimates that more than 10 per 
cent of the people are living below 
the poverty line and that more 
than 10 per cent of others are 
handicapped, while 5 per cent of 
the population are in need of the 
services provided by voluntary 
societies. President of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) Abdullah AJ Khatibsaid 
on Tuesday. 

Dr. khatib added that there arc 
some 550 voluntary societies on 


both banks of Jordan with more 
than 60.000 volunteers taking 
part in social welfare activities. 

Discussing the work of 
voluntary societies in the West 
Bank of Jordan, Dr. Khatib said 
they provide care and assistance to 
the orphans and families of 
martyrs and provide care for the 
handicapped and prisoners. He 

added that the voluntary work 
sector contributes JD 8 to 10 
million a year to the development 
process in the country. 


QASWF allocates funds for 
welfare, rehabilitation projects 


AMMAN (Petra) —The Queen 
Alia Social Welfare Fund’s 
(QASWF) five-year development 
plan for 1986-1990 includes 
schemes for setting up a JD 
635,000 project For the 
rehabilitation of the deaf in the 
Karak Govemorate and operating 
the Mu'ta centre for special 
education, established at a cost of 
JD 70,000. 


Other projects included in the 
development plan provide ’ for 
setting up a centre for the mentally 
retarded in Tafileh Govemorate 
and a similar centre in Lrbid.' 

Sources from the QASWF also 
said that the Yarmouk Centre for 
the deaf will be completed at a 
total value of J D 330.000 and that 
there are plans to set up another 
JD 600,000 centre- 


American professor discusses misunderstandings^ 
common interests between the West and Islam 


By Nqjwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Islamic 
fundamentalism is a pheno men a 
which the West feels is a “ threar” 
according to Dr. Abdul Aziz Sa’ id. 
Concentrating on the topic of a 
need for a dialogue between the 
West and Islam, Dr. Sa'id said that 
only by the West liberating itself 
from its arrogance and 
insensitivity, and die Arab World 
liberating itself from its 
defensiveness and insecurities can 
a dialogue between tbe two be 
possible. 

“Westerners look at Islamic 
fundamentalism out of context. 
My perspective is that tbe 
so-called Islamic fundamentalism 
is the other side of the coin to 
Western arrogance" said Dr. 
Sa'id, a professor of international 
relations at the American 
University in Washington, D.C. 
Islami c fundamentalism is not 
disconnected from the encounter 
of tbe West and Islam over the 
past 200 years. he continued. At 
the beginning of the 18th Century, 
the West (Europe and Tzarist 
Russia) imposed their presence 
and influence mi the Arab World, 
said Dr. Sa'id. This encroachment 
was transformed into a 
colooialismand imperialism in tbe 
19th Century, and in the 20th 
Century due to the French, 
British, and Italian mandates in 
the region, the Arab World was 
dismantled and fragmented, he 
explained. 

“This encounter with the West 
undermined the existence and 
viability of the Islamic and Arab 
World, and can not be separated 
from the Islamic reaction of tbe 
post World War II period. Yet ihe 
West sees Islamic fundamentalists 
in isolation and ignores what the 
West did to the Arab World." said 
Dr. Sa'id. He continued that after 
the Arab states gained their 
independence, they emerged 
defensive and insecure, and the 
West arrogant and insensitive. A 
great deal of the mistrust towards 
the West is well-placed because 
the Arab World has been 
exploited, manipulated and 
suppressed, he added. 

Dr. Sa’id noted that the United 
States which now leads tbe West, 
bas become die inheritor of this 
legacy “even though they had not 


been part of it previously.” The 
relationship between the United 
States and the Islamic World since 
the era of independence has borne 
the brunt of that experience. 
"Today, the West sees Islamic 
“resurrection" and "rediscovery" 
as a "threat" to Western 
civilisation and security, and 
reacts accordingly with little 
appreciation of the context.'' he 
sail On the other hand, the Arab 
and Islamic Worlds view Western 
policies as a continuation of the 
IStfa and 19th Century policies, he 
added. 

Dr. Sa'id feels that there are 
misconceptions on both sides but 
by the West ridding itself of its 
arrogance and insensitivity and 
the Arab World from its 
defensiveness and insecurities, 
there can be chance fora dialogue. 
"The potential for dialogue is 
great at this time," he said, 
"because of common interests, 
values and aspirations." Dr. Sa'id 
included the growth of the region, 
the maintenance of stability, and 
the availability of Arab resources 
and Western technology as the 
common interests. 


When asked about the 
inappropriate technology transfer 
which usually takes place. Dr. 
Sa'id responded that the whole 
area of technology transfer from 
industrial societies to less 
developed countries has been 
subject for analysis. 
“Multinational corporations are 
rightly criticised in many 
circumstances by not abiding by a 
code of conduct that would 
safeguard the development of 
developing nations ana with no 
regulations as to what to sell, 
which many times ends as 
‘dumping; ,” he said. "At the same 
time. Third World governments 
invite large corporations and the 
ruling elites cooperated with 
multinational corporations _ on 
account of their own development 
plans. The technology is not 
appropriate to the environment 
and co the country's stage of 
development yet the governments 
insist on it," added Dr. Sa’id. 

"Therefore, the rise in 
fundamentalism can also be 
attributed to Muslims’ frustration 

(Continued oo page 4) 


Turkish minister leaves 
after renewing protocol 
on economic cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Turkish Minister of Trade and~ 
Commerce Cahit Aral left Amman on Tuesday at the 
end of five days of meetings of the joint 
Jordan ian-Turkish committee which resulted in 
renewing a 1966 protocol on economic and trade 
cooperation between both countries. 


Prior to his departure, Mr. Aral 
was received by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai. Both Mr. Rifai and Mr. 
Aral discussed trade and 
economic ties between Jordan and 
Turkey and means of furthei 
promoting them. Attending the 
meeting was Minister of Trade. 
Industry and Supply Rajai 
Muasher and Turkish 
Ambassador to Jordan Semih 
Balan. 

Under the joint-protocol both 
sides agreed to work towards 
striking a balance between each 
others' exports and imports since 
the present trade balance is in 
favour of Turkey. 

Under the renewed protocol, 
Turkey also said it would purchase 
a minimum of 15U.000 tonnes of 
Jordanian phosphates duriag 
1987 and will increase its imports 
of the Kingdom's potash, 
pharmaceutical products and drip 
irrigation equipment. Mr. Aral 
said he would contact private 
Turkish companies and import 
agencies working in the field of 
phosphates to obtain their views 
on the rough estimates for their 
purchases of the Jordanian 
mineral. In the area of 
phosphates, bo th sides agreed that 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) and the 
Turkish Bajas company would 
con tinue their discussions to reach 
long-term agreements on securing 
the Turkish company's needs of 
Jordanian phosphates. 

The protocol also called on both 
the Jordanian and Turkish 


chambers of commerce to form a 
joint council as a means for 
increasing the volume of trade 
exchange' between both sides. 

Joint projects 

In tbe area of joint industrial 
and economic cooperation, the 
protocol provided assurances 
from both Jordan and Turkey on 
the importance of setting up joint 
projects that make use of 
Jordanian and Turkish produce 
and raw materials to secure both 
country's market needs as well as 
to export to neighbouring 
countries. 

Both sides referred to the 
experience of joint cooperation in 
establishing an electricity 
transformers company between 
the Jordanian and Turkish 
electricity companies. 

The renewed protocol said that 
the Jordanian Industrial 
Development Bank and the 
Turkish Industrial Bank would 
exchange information on 
investment facilities and 
incentives in both countries and 
on setting up joint-institutions for 
constructions and consulting. 

In the field of training, the 
protocol stressed the Turkish 
side's keenness on sending 
Turkish experts to Jordan and on 
holding seminars and workshops 
for Joidanian representatives of 
the weaving, cement, paper, 
tobacco, fertilisers and glass 
factories and companies. 


Turkey said it would provide 
the Jordanian side with 
agricultural experts and trainers. 

'In transport, both sides agreed 
on the importance of reaching an 
agreement in the areas of land, sea 
and air transport. 

In tourism, the protocol said 
that Turkey would sent experts in' 
hotel man agement and training to 
Jordan as well as archaeologists to 
restore castles. Both countries 
also agreed on joint touristic 
marketing. 

Follow— up committee 

The protocol said that for the 
first time, both sides agreed to set 
up a follow-up committee 
entrusted with supervising the 
protocol's achievements and 
solving issues which might surface 
after the protocol's 
rmplemen ration. 

The protocol was signed by Dr. 
.Vluasher and Mr. Aral in the 
presence of Under Secretary of 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
Mohammad Al Saqqaf ana 
representatives of the Jordanian 
Ministries of Agriculture, 
Transport. Mineral Resources and 
Energy as w'e 11 as officials from the 
Central Bank of Jordan ( CBJ ), the 
potash and phosphate companies 
and the accompanying Turkish 
delegation together with Mr. 
Balan. 

The Turkish delegation, which 
arrived here on Friday, also 
toured the Kingdom's industrial 
sites, free zones and some 
archaeological and touristic areas. 

During his stay here, Mr. Aral 
was received by Minister of 
Planning Taher Kanaan. and 
Deputy' Prime Minister and 
Minister of Prime Ministry Affairs 
Abdul Wahab AI Majali. 


Jordanian, Turkish experts look at 
designs to withstand tremors 


By Fred Donovan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - The Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS), in cooperation 
with the Turkish Scientific and 
Technical Research Council 
(TUBITAK), is sponsoring a 
workshop on the design of 
earthquake-resistant buildings, 
being held all this week at the 
Ministry of Higher Education, Al 
Jubeiha. "The reason why the 
RoyaJ Scientific Society took this 
initiative." says Dr. Seyfeddin 
Mu‘az. head of the Budding 
Research Centre, "is to make 
engineers aware that they should 
take earthquakes into 
consideration in their designs and 
construction of buildings." 

Dr. Mu'az is among the 
lecturers at the conference which 
opened Saturday at the Palace of 
Culture and which continues until 
Thursday, Nov. 27 . The workshop 
is an outgrowth of a special 
relationship that RSS has with 
TUBITAK, relating to technical 
and scientific cooperation. 

Over 80 participants from 
Jordan, Turkey, North Yemen, 
and Iraq are attending a series of 
14 lectures on various subjects 
relating to earthquakes and 
building construction. The 
lectures are followed by panel 
discussions to facilitate an 
exchange of ideas among the 
theorists and practitioners 
attending. 

A primary aim of the workshop 
is to draft a manual for Jordanian 
engineers on the design of 
earthquake-resistant buildings. 
The manual will present 
construction techniques and 
building codes in order to educate 
engineers. contractors, and others 
involved in the building sector in 
Jordan. 


The proposed manual will 
complement efforts already 
underway by the RSS and the 
Ministry of Public Works to draft 
co mpreheusive building codes and 
regulations, according to Dr. 
Mu'az. "We are trying to stress 
that buildings should be 
constructed according to codes... 
This is not just for earthquakes, 
but to avoid all types of problems, 
such as cracks.” he says. 

Because most of the buildings in 
Jordan do not rise above three 
stories. Mr. Mu’az sees no need 
for any special measures to 
withstand earthquakes. "These 
buildings are not that vulnerable - 
to earthquakes... Buildings over 
that size need special attention.” 

Dr. Mu'az stresses that the 
design and construction needs for 
withstanding earthquakes are 
similar to those necessary for a 
safe structure. " What is important 
is that these buildings be designed 
properly, according to codes and 
specification." he says. 

Dr. Ergin Citipitioglu, 
professor at the Middle East 
Technical University in Ankara. 
Tirkey, concurs with Mr. Mu’az 
on the need to stress bu3d ing code 
compliance. According to Dr. 
Citipitioglu, a major problem for 
Turkey, despite the existence of a 
modern and comprehensive 
building code, has to do with 
education and enforcement. “In 
Jordan, it is not enough to get a 
code approved. You also must 
convince people to enforce the 
code. To do that is a much bigger 
task that getting the code 
approved," he judges. 

He says that be and his Turkish 
colleagues have come to Jordan 
"to transfer the knowledge gained 
in Turkey to engineers in Jordan.” 

A Turkish colleague of bis. Dr. 
Ugur Ersoy. a professor at the 


same university, agrees that 
Turkey has something to teach 
Jordan. “In Turkey, we have 
much experience with 
earthquakes,” he says. "Over a 
period of 25 years we have had 
300.00U houses destroyed, and 
50,000 people killed. In this 
workshop, we hope to provide 
materials in textbooks and 
information gained in research in 
Turkey to engineers here.” 

One of the features of 
Jordanian architecture which 
struck the two Turkish professors 
was the stone faring on buildings. 
Dr. Citipitioglu terms the 
construction technique "unique.” 
Asked what implications this has 
for earthquake-resistance, he 
says: "It makes buildings more 
rigid... You have two phases. 
Once the stone falls off, you have a 
different structure." 

The two Turkish professors, 
along with their colleagues, will 
tour Jordan over the weekend in 
order to give some suggestions to 
improve the resistance of 
Jordanian buildings. 

According to one of the papers 
presented at the workshop, by 
Kays Al Kaysi. the probability of a 
major earthquake in Jordan is 
smalL Mr. Kaysi estimates that a 
major earthquake, measuring 
over 6 on the Richter scale, occurs 
in Jordan every 400 years. 

The major area of earthquake 
activity is the Jordan Valley, 
according to Mr. Kaysi's paper. 
Tie Jordan Valley Rift, as it is 
termed, extends from the Arabian 
peninsula, through Aqaba, the 
Dead Sea, and the Jordan Valley. 
According to observations made 
by the Jordan Seismologicai 
Observatory, set up in 1983. there 
have been five earthquakes 
serious enough to be felt in Jordan 
between 1983 and 1986. 
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UNREPENTANT about approving tbe shipments of arms to Iran, but 
implicitly pleading guflty that the money earned from the deal went 
illegally to the contra rebels in Nicaragua, President Reagan yesterday 
fired both his National Security Adviser John Poindexter and the Vice 
Admiral's prmcipai assistant Colonel Oliver North. 

Between 10 millxofi doUarsand 30 million dollars was transferred to 
the contra rebels, Etfwm Meese, the UJS. Attorney General, fold 
newsmen. He called this an “aberration’' in UJS. policy. 

A bit earlier. President Reagan was saying he was deeply troubled 
by this... wdi, he was troubled that the implementation of a “policy 
aimed at resolving a truly tragic situation in tbe Middle East has 
resulted in such a controversy" — meaning of course the diversion of 
Funds from the Iranian deals to the contras. 

Aberration or foul implementation in U.S. policy — tbe terms are 
not important. What is really important is the original grave blunder 
that is causing the Reagan administration all the troubles It is facing 


now. 


That hi trader is even bigger than what we had thought. 

If between S !0m and 50m, m Mr. Meese's own admission, had been 
diverted to the Nicaraguan rebels, bow much more could the red 
figure be? And, even assuming that the figure is not higher than 
admitted, bow much was the value of the U.S. arms shipments to Iran 
that Israel brokered and received direct payment for? 

Putting the role of Israel in diverting funds to the contra rebels, 
behind tbe back of the U.S. Congress and the American people, aside 
for the moment, and the role of Israel in design" g and en ginee ring 
UJ5. deads with sponsors of terrorists, also aside for the moment; let ns 
adt ourselves the question of how the whole arrangement to channel 
finds from Iran to the contras came to be made. 

Col. North, being the shadowy Vietnam veteran he is known to be, 
may indeed be a sew American Tarzan; but surely he could not 
single-handedly be responsible for executing the whole 
James-Bond-like deal. Such a vast, illicit operation needs more hands 
than any one man can have. 

In the situation he finds himself now, President Reagan knows full 
well that what changes he has ordered will not be enough. The exits of 
Poindexter and North will not answer all the questions that his fellow 
countrymen wffl ask. The Justice Department inquiry should reveal 
more things, but no amount of findings can repair the damage that is 
already done. 

More than American laws and principles are at stake here, 
invaluable human lives, and immense moral and material cost, have 
been involved. Yesterday's events are just another tip of the 
U.S.-lsrael- Iran -contras iceberg. Watergate might be a walk in the 
park compared to what lies ahead. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: King sounds the alarm 


IN his meeting with the U-S. congressmen delegation on Monday. 
His Majesty King Hussein made it a point to reiterate Jordan's 
unwavering stand on the Palestinian cause as well as the Kingdom's 
determination to bring about a peaceful solution to the region's 
problem through the convening of an international peace conference 
on the Middle East, a conference under the auspices of the United 
Nations, attended by all parties involved in the Arab- Israeli conflict 
and die five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council. The 
King also reaffirmed Jordan's total support for Iraq in its war with 
Iran. In his assertions. King Hussein wanted to tell the U.S. 
administration that America's recent arms supplies to Iran is not, by 
any means, bound to change the Jordanian stand on the ground 
regarding both the Iran- Iraq war and the Palestinian problem. 
Furthermore, the King's words represented a dearcut message to the 
Reagan administration reflecting Jordan's disappointment and, 
astonishment over the UJS. efforts to prolong the war on the eastern 
gate of the Arab World. And it goes without saying that Jordan's 
stand is identical to that of the rest of the Arab countries and that this 
position, be mg put forward again to the visiting U.S. congressmen, is 
a sign that tbe Arabs were going to stick to their stand on both issues 
regard less of the America's double-dealings in the Middle East. By 
doing so, the UJS. does not only jeopardise its credibility in the 
Middle East but also in its closest allies in the European continent as 
welL This has been illustrated in a call Monday by the London-based 
Financial Times newspaper on the European countries to adopt an 
independent strategy . away from the U.S. monopoly, in dealing with 
the conflicts in the Middle East. If the U.S. administration 
understood King Hussein's words, it should, before it is too late, try 
to restore its credibility in the region through respecting the 
international will. 


Al Dastour: Israeli racism 


ONCE again students at the Jewish religious school vandalise the 
streets, old quarters and homes of Arab people in the old dty of 
Jerusalem under the watchful eyes of the Jewish state. What is going 
on in Jerusalem was not unprecedented nor will it abate as long as the 
chief of Zionist terrorists Yitzhak Shamir is headiag the Israeli 
government. Hence, it is a common practice for the Israeli authorities 
and Shamir’s police to protect Meir Kahane's gang which has been 
instigating the students of the Jewish school to loot around the streets 
of Jerusalem to the extent that they raised placards reading “death 
for the Arabs.” Notwithstanding the fact that we are confident that 
these acts' of terrorism wDl not shake the steadfastness of the Arab 
inhabitants- who have been struggling the occupation for more than 
19 years, we call tor an immediate international intervention to stop 
vandalism in the so-called Israel's capital. 


Sawt At-Shaab: Jerusalem faces to Zionists 


WHAT is going on in Jerusalem? The answer oomes from the 
terrorist Zionist dictionary: uprooting the Arab inhabitants of the 
occupied territories from their homeland and especially from 
Jerusalem. A quick look at the events in the occupied city of 
Jerusalem brines to light Israel's long-term plot executed on the 
bases of periodic steps. The only possible means for evicting the 
Arabs from their homeland, according to the Zionist dictionary, is-, 
.through a slow “moral invasion” of the Arab dries by inducing 
demographic and geo-political changes, over a long span, in order to 
replace the Arab'culture and life with Jewish alternatives. These 
changes are being accelerated in order to impose a situation in which 
Jews replace the inhabitants of the city. Therefore, this 
well-organised invasion is not spontaneous, it is the landmark of 
Israel's policy since its inception. It even came to the limelight in 
1947-48 when the Zionists occupied most of the Palestinian lands. 
Today and under the watchful eyes of the rest of the world, the. 
.Zionists are implementing their old-new policy by pressuring the 
Arab inhabitants in Jerusalem as a prelude for a total demographic 
change on the ground. Again, it is not a problem when a handful of. 
Zionist extremists stage an upheaval, but the problem becomes acute 
when the drive becomes a state organised drive to evict the people 
from their homeland. 



Where drabness is a way of life 


Little is known about Albania, the East European country which has 
remained completely true to Stalinist principles. Margie Lindsay 
visited the capital. Tirana, recently . Her report on the drab life facing 
the people ... 


IMAGINE Trafalgar Square or 
the Champs EJysees with no 
traffic, hardly any people and no 
lights. The main square of Tirana, 
Albania, is just such a place. 

The buildings around the' 
•square are a confusing mixture. 
The modem, but ill-designed, 
government buildings shadow 
die okl mosque, closed when 
religion was banned after the 
second world war and the 
Communist government took 
over. Party slogans and official 
portraits hang from buildings for 
events such as the coming party 
congress or the birthday of 
deceased leader Enver Hoxha. 

Since Hoxha's death in April 
1985, and despite some attempts 
at liberalisation, little has 
changed. Unlike the other East 
European countries, Albania has 
remained true to Stalinist 
principles and, as a result, both the 
economy and people have 
suffered. .. 

Life in the capital begins early. 
At 6 ajn., the fountain in the 
square springs to life, adding a bit 
more sound to the shuffling 
footsteps of the sweepers and the 
early-morning workers. A lot of 
people walk in Albania — private 
cars are unknown. There are so me 
buses and a few bicycles. 

It is a hard life, the country is 
mainly agricultural but almost all 
of die cultivation, particularly 
harvesting, appeals to be by hand. 
The few tractors which exst are 
okl and are used sparingly. 

In main cities, tbe diops have 
'depressiogfy dull window displays, 
if the attempt is even made to 
tempt customers into the store. 


Clothing is in drab colours, 1960s 
styles and highly priced by 
Albanian standards. 

General consumer goods, such 
as radios, televisions, furniture 
and kitchen utensils are difficult to 
find and very expensive. Queues 
form when there are any deliveries 
of new items, such as 
wood-burning cooking stoves. 
Indeed, such is the demand and 
frustrations of queuing, that 
fist-fights sometimes break out. 
Most consumer goods appear to 
be old-fashioned in design and 
badly made. 

Although there are markets 
selling fresh vegetables, fruit is 
almost impossible to find, except 
for apples and grapes. Meat and 
poultry is almost non-existent in 
cities. Butcher’s shops, if they are 
open, have little to sell and what 
they do have is of poor quality. 

Living standards are the poorest 
in Europe — and there is no sign 
of things improving. Nevertheless, 
the people themselves are 
extremely friendly and open to 
foreigners. 

The ones who can speak foreign 
languages try hard to make 
contact with tourist groups. Most 
of their questions concern family 
and children. Their delight in 
looking at and talking to 
foreigners is apparent. 

Among the general drabness 
and poverty, there exists a 
privileged class. These are the 
party members and their friends. 
Out of a population of 3 million, 
only 120,000 are members of the 
Labour Party, the official name 
fertile Communist Party. The rest 
either aspire to the party or try to 


along in obscurity, 
icially, to be a party member 
means increased responsibility, 
not privilege. But patty officials 
and their families have vastly 
superior housing. The villas in - 
centre of Tirana reserved for tbe 
party leaders are set in a park, 
guarded by both military and 
secret police. Party members have 
access to better clothes, food and 
consumer items. They are also the 
only people able to use the few 
cars in the country. 

Albania's attempts at 
industrialisation are. frankly, 
pathetic. The few factories are 
crumbling, with windows, even in 
the glass factory, usually broken 
or missing. Production from 
factories is small with most items 
of poor quality. High-quality 
goods are usually for export. One 
carpetfactory in Tirana specialises 
in hand-woven, Persian-style 
carpets, exclusively sold to foreign 
countries, such as Switzerland and 
West Germany. 

Although the Communist Party 
claims to have built a workers' 
paradise, conditions in factories 
are Dickensian. In the Tirana 
carpet factory, young women are 
expected to work eight-hour 
shifts, with only one half-hour 
break, sitting on benches raised a 
few inches from the floor. There is 
little artificial lighting. Wages are 
low, even by Albanian standards, 
with "apprentices" paid below the • 
minimum wage of LektiQO 
(approximately $84) a month.... 

Society is tightly controlled. 
Children are indoctrinated at a 
very early age with 
Marxism-Leninism and love for 
former leader Enver Hoxha. The 
'man who ruled the country from 
1944 with an iron hand, keeping 
to true Stalinism while the rest of 
Eastern Europe liberalised, is 


treated almost as a deity. To 
co mm emorate his birthday 
(October 16), groups o 
“pilgrims’' go to Martyrs 
Cemetery on a hill above Tirana 
At his tomb, guarded by young 
soldiers, people have their 
pictures taken as souvenirs, whDe 
they re-lay the same wreath, kiss 
the tomb and the flag of Albania 
and give the revolutionary salute. 
Mothers can be seen teaching 
their children to go through this 
ceremony. 

Thejshow of public -honour for 
Mr. Hoxha is part of the 
personality cult which be built up 
during his life. Schoolchildren are 
s till encouraged to write songs and 
poetry commemorating the great 
man's life. His name appears, 
usually linked with nationalistic 
and party slogans, on hillsides, 
buildings and by the roadside. 
Wherever one turns, the greatness 
and wisdom of Enver Hoxha is 
proclaimed. 

In contrast, there is little public 
acknowledgement of the present 
leader, Ramiz Alia. But Mr. Alia’s 
position appears precarious and 
his task is a great one. He would 
like to introduce some minor 
economic reforms, such as bonus 
and incentive payments to boost 
production in industry and 
agriculture, Mr. Alia is also 
interested in opening the country 
up to more contacts with the world 
through tourism and business. 

But his {dans may be frustrated 
by the very strong party members 
who see any change in the 
common living standards and any 
reform as a threat so their own 
powerful positions. The party. 
Stalinist in outlook, rules through 
an iron grip on people, from cradle 
to death — Financial Times 
feature. 


The West 


and Islam 


(Continued from page 3) 
at the lack of vitality in the 
institutions and at how the people 
are exploited, by the government 
as well as by the West,” he said. 
Dr. Sa'id has spoken to 
fundamentalists who say that the 
return to Islam may bring 
“something.” However, the 
Khomeini phenomena has given 
way to several questions to which 
the answers of the fundamentalists 
is that they do not want that kind 
of Islam. They call for an Islam 
that addresses the vitality and 
modernity of Islam since it is a 
vital force. 

“Personally I do not feel that 
the path Islamic fundamentalist 
have taken serves the 
development interests of the Arab 
World as 1 do not think the path of 
modern isatkm , using the capitalist 
or communist ideology has served 
their interests either. Instead Dr. 
Sa'id suggests a reconciliation 
between Islamic values and die 
requirements of modernisation 
because be feels that Islam can be 
contemporary and Islamir at the 
same time. 

Although Islamic 
fundamentalism is real and is 
evident in campuses, lifestyles and 
attitudes. Dr. Sa'id — an eternal 
optimist as he called himself — 
said that the potential, common 
interests, and values are there, and 
it is the function of the two sides to 
take advantage of the factors 
creatively. He added that a great 
deal of leadership, which is 
presently not available, will be 
needed to initiate a fruitful 


dialogue. 

Ur. Sa’id 


arrived from 
Washington. D.C. to participate in 
the conference on nonviolence 
held last week in Amman. An 
ardent supporter of nonviolence, 
he has written several books on 
the concepts of international 
politics, ethnicity and world 
politics, ethnicity and American 
foreign policy, human rights and 
world order, protagonists of 
change and on revolution. 

Earlier this week Dr. Sa'id gave 
lectures at the University of 
Jordan and Yarmoiik University 
on American foreign policy and 
oa Tuesday he delivered a lecture 
at the American Centre entitled 
“the West and Islam: A need for. 
dialogue," 


Poindexter resigns 


(Continued from page 1) 


precisely about this..." Mr. Meese 
said. 

Mr. Reagan did not announce a 
new national security adviser. Mr. 
Meese said Adm. Poindexter's 
deputy Alton Keel would be acting 

temporary head. 

Tbe revelation of the improper 
’transfer of money to the contras 
came as a complete surprise but 
-failed to address the central issues 
of why the White House embarked 
on the Iran episode without the' 
backing of senior cabinet members 
such as Secretary of State George 
Shultz and Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger and without 
the knowledge of Congress. 

Mr. Meese said It appeared a 
series of Swiss bank accounts had 
been established to transfer money 
to the contras with the help or 
Israelis and other principals in the 

a ffair . 

He said the money was 
withdrawn during a period when 
official L.S. aid to tbe rebels was 
barred by Congress. 

Mr. Meese said the defence 
department had released $12 
mfifion worth of weapons for the 
operation and that to the best of his 
knowledge Israeli middlemen had 
sold them to Iran for between $10 
mil Eon and S30 million more than 
that. 

Adm. Poindexter, 50, bad asked 
to be reassigned to the navy and 
Mr. Meese initially said Col- North 
would return to the Marim Corps 
but lata* told reporters he had said 
he would retire. 

Mr. Reagan said that while he 
could not reverse what had 
happened, be was Initiating steps 
to ensure that in future all fore ign 
and national security initiatives 
would proceed only with his 
authorisation. 

State Department Spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters 
this meant control of policy on Iran 
would pass to Mr. Shultz. 

Redman said Mr. Shultz had 
supported the goals of the Iran 
initiative and frilly backed Mr. 


On Monday Deputy Secretary of 
State John Whitehead told a 
congressional committee that Mr. 
Shultz had opposed the arms 

shipments, a view which Mr. 

Shultz had made plain without 
saying so directly as the crisis 
mounted. 


“The secretary wholeheartedly 
supports the president. The 
president has acted decisively, 
based on the information 
presented to him.'* Redman said. 

Mr. Reagan Tuesday again 
insisted that his basic policy 
towards Iran was not a mistake. 

Mr. Whitehead said the United 
Slates had evidence that Iran still Is 
involved in terrorist acts. 

“Well, I don’t like to differ with 
my president but I believe there is 
still continuing evidence of Iranian 
involvement with terrorism,” he 
said at a congressional hearing. 

But he also made an 
extraordinary appeal to Congress 
to protect Mr. Reagan's battered 
credibility, saying continued 
fallout over secret U.S. arms 
shipments to Iran could impair the 
president’s ability to lead tbe 
nation. 

As a highly critical Congress 
opened its first public hearings into 
Mr. Reagan's secret Iran 
initiative. Mr. Whitehead 
declared, “if you leave him 
without clothes... he will lose the 
opportunity to lead the free world 
for the next two years and I don’t 
betieve any of us want that to 
happen. 

“Our president's reputation is 
at stake here... the nation should 
pull together behind the 
president,'' he told the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

The administration ’s top Middle 
East envoy. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Murphy, also said 
he was ignorant of the arras sale to 
Iran. 

The affair has caused “a period 
of strain'' in U.S. relations with its 
dies “but I think it w3l pass. It 
will need some time,'* Mr. 
Murphy said. 

Meanwhile Israeli Prime. 
Minister Yitzhak Shams' said 
Tuesday Israel had a policy of not 
sdEng arms to Iran, but was 
wiUng to make an exception to 
help a friend. 

Shamir was reacting to reports 
that Israel was involved in a U-S. 
deaf to sell weapons to Iran h 
exchange Tor freedom for 
American hostages in Lebanon. 

“It is not our policy to provide 
arms to Iran,” Shamir told 
reporters during a tour of 
northern farad. “For every rule, 
you have exceptions. Sometimes it 
can be an exception when there is a 
request from a friend. 9 ' 


Queen opens 
exhibition 


(Continued from page 1) 

fo<? Middle East. Mr. Chirac 
described the cultural relations 
between Jordan and France as 
“developed and deep rooted.” 
saying they went bade to the early 
19th century. 

“The cultural ties between 
Jordan and France have 
developed in particular during the 
last ten years after the 
establishment of a joint 
committee to further develop 
cooperation” Mr. Chirac told the 
press correspondents. 

Earlier in the day, Mrs. 
Mitterrand made a courtesy visit 
to Her Majesty Queen Noorat her 
residence in Paris. 

Mrs. Chirac hosted a luncheon 
in honour of Her Majesty. The 
lunch was attended by the 
Jordanian delegation 
accompanying the Queen and 
wives of a number of French 
ministers. 

The exhibition occupies a large 
ground-floor hall of the museum 
hall divided into a number .of 
sections, each representing one 
era or part of an era of human 
civilisation; as well as a wing 
containing a selection of 30 
paintings by contemporary 
Jordanian artists. 

The Luxembourg Museum 
which now presents the most 
important exhibition ever about 
Jordan’s past is exposing to the 
public for the first time 
9000-year-old statuettes found at 
Ain Gbazal near Amman , and an 
Umayyad treasury recently 
discovered at Mafraq, north east 
of the capital. It also displays 
documents in the form of photos, 
archaeological models, large-scale 
reconstructions of Qasr Amra 
frescoes, all set and arranged 
chronologically against the 
background of a massive image of 
the Siq of Petra at the back of foe 
hall 

The hall of paintings exhibits 
works of art by 11 Jordanian 
contemporary artists. 

. Tbe exhibition which will 
remain open until Jan. 25, 1987 
has been organised by the Jordan 
Department of Antiquities, the 
Jordan National Gallery and the- 
French Foreign Ministry in 
cooperation with the Louvre 
Museum and the Oriental 
Arch a 


Letter from Assiut 


in 


By Tom Forteous 


TAWFIK limped up the mam street outside the railway station. It 
was the first day of die new Muslim year 1407. He was stark 
nafcoA a peasant woman raised her black shawl to cover half her 
face and a girlish grin. But otherwise Tawfitfs nudity and bis 
deformity went as though tmnoticed by the d evou t Muslims and 
nirfarfema of Assiut. Tt is not just that the Assintisare used to 
Tawfik by now (m winter he wears a scarf around his neck), many 
regard him as a holy man . Tawfik brings baraka — blessing. But 
over the last few years his saintly foe has gone up from ten piastres 
to one pound. 

Forty kilometres from Assiut in the village of Badari tbe 
dominant form of justice is a series of blood feuds which go back 
generations. From time to time the government rays it has 
brought law and order to Badari. But recently foe newspapers 
reported that, law-enforcers had uncovered caches of weap ons 
and caught a number of outlaws and fugitives in foe surrounding 
countryside. 

(Asraitis the largest city in Upper Egypt. The Saeedis —as the 
Upper Egyptians are known — axe the butt Of countless Cairene 
jokes. They are hot-blooded people who have never quite been 
integrated into foe modem Egyptian polity). 

Besides foe govemorate, the most Important building in Assiut 
is the Mudiriyat Al Amn, the directorate of security. In October 
.1981, a few days after the assassination of President SadaL armed - 
Muslim extremists seized this and other government buddings 
throughout Assiut. Today officials at foe Mudiriyat Al Amn. 
riigmiot the events of 1981 as a small problem of foe past. The 
mutashaddidin — foe extremists — are a minority among the 
active Jamayaat Al IsUtmiya — the fundamentalist Isla mi c groups 

— which operate in foe city, say the officials. But any threat to 
public security, they add gravely, will be dealt with “by all 
meaqs.” 

Dr. Bn thy Tafri Badr is the owner of Upper Egypt’s largest 
physiotherapy centre. He also teaches at Assnif s enormous 
university where the Jamayaat are dominant in all foe student 
unions. “Some students used to believe in Khomeini,” Said Dr. 
Fa thy in a conspiratorial tone. “But this has been cancelled 
completely,” he added quickly. 

The Al Ahram correspondent in Assiut sat in his newspaper's 
neon-lit premises above the railway line. He glanced occasionally 
at the Egyptian soap opera on foe television as he spoke about 
Assmt/^Asaut,” he said, “is a city of over half a miffion people.” 
He paused as he consulted foe minstry of information handbook. 
“Assiut is 375 kflometres from Cairo, 330 kilometres from 
Aswan . In summer the maximum temperature is 47 degrees," The 
newsman evaded most questions until an inquiry about foe youth 
of Assiut prompted an outburst agamst the younger generation. 
“Tbe young know nothing about religion," he concluded, 

“no thing ” 

The enthusiastic official from. Assiuf’s state r nfonnatkm office 
was embarrassed. Later he explained how Presktem Hosni 
Mubarak’s democratic experiment was corroding the political 
ideas of the Muslim extremists. “Their ideas are not popular," he 
said. “They are not true Muslims.” The old Coptic pharmacist, a 
leader of Assxufs exceptionally large Christian community, 
emphasised that relations between the Muslim and Christian 
communities are excellent. “We axe all brothers in Assiut," he 
said. 

In one of Assinfs three bars two young Oiristians campbrined 
over a few bottles of beer of their Muslim ; extremist colleagues at - 
the university. “We cannot talk to our girl friends,” one moaned. 
“We cannot listen to muac," whispered foe- other.. “We 
Christians, we have to stick together,” they said. . - 

“ When we have established an Islamic government in Egypt,” 
said foe young doctor, a spokesman for the Jamayaat. “Christians 
will live, lice everyone eke, under Islamic law. They Will pay an 
additional tax, as they dfcl m foe eaiiy days of Islam, m return fix 
their compulsory exemption from foe army/’ The bearded doctor 
sat oo a plastic carpet in the washxoom of a small mosque not fir 
from foe directorate of security. In the main body of the mosque 
some 70 young Muslims listened attentively to a political talk - 
given by their leader. They had just, performed the eveuing 
prayer, ^idealistic young doctor explained his visfon of an army . 
of Muslim warriors which will one day recreate the Caliphate — 
foe I s l amic empire which once stretched throughout North Africa 
and the Middle East. 

“ We will restore Palestine to Islamic rule," he said. “Iran isthe 
closest existing model far the Islamic government we envisage.' 1 
Bat there will be no place for men like Qadhafi in foe new '*' 
Caliphate — his Green Book is anathema to the fundamentalist 
Mu slims of AssmL Nor, explained the doctor, wjU there be room 
for the Saudi kings, -whose dealings with the non-Muslim Wert do 
not conform to foe Sharia — Islamic law. Egypt’s dependence oo - 
the West mid government corruption are the source of Egypt’s . 
ament economic crisis, he argued. “ If yon live according to God’s 
law, he will provide.” 

So how soon wfll foe young doctor and his fellow 
fund amen talists in Egypt be ready to start realising their 
ambitions? * Tt is only a question ofpersuadmg the Muslhn people 
of Egypt to follow foe r^t path. God will show us foe right tiriK 
to act Allahu 'alim (God knows best).” 

— Middle East International, Loudon ’• 
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Shahal: Israel committed 


(Continued from page 1) 


obstructed peace and could 
complicate efforts to convene the 
mtematkmal conference. 

Mr. Shahal, die first senior 
Israeli official to visit Egypt since 
the summit, said fiis talks with 
Egyptian leaders had been “very 
constructive.*' 

Mr. Shahal also said a Middle 
East settlement could not be 
reached without Palestinian, 
participation in peace talks: 
“There is no solution without 
Palestinians — any Palestinians 
who will recognise Israel, 
denounce terror and accept (U.N. 
Resolution) 242.” he said in reply 
to a question on whether the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) could be involved in peace 


negotiations attended ‘by IsraeL 
He told Reuters iifrael was| 
ready to attend an internal 
Middle East peace conference 
bringing together all 'partite to tbe 
conflict. He did not elaborate. 

He arrived' in Cairo^ "Sunday* 
just after foe ' departure; of Kf 
Hussein, who had 'two days' 
talks with Mr. Mubarak. . ' 

He said he had also discussed 
with Oil Minister' iSBchil Hadi 
K an d e e I. ...Ts rae’Rs.19 8t 
requirements for Egyptian crude 

ofl. 

In Israd, -Mr?-S>mjar- 
reportere: “-Our po^OTi on ffli 
international peace .oMrierehceisj 
that we believe thE~best wayfo 1 
peace^ m -Qur area-'i&'by din 
• . n^tiafkms 

her ne ighboifej ” -: r • " ' 


Iraqi jets blast Larak 


(Continued from page 1) 


“foreign 

Ofl mdtzstry. and^sbq . 
executives quoted : 3>ritnes9e^ 
saying they, were^ U JS'.-in» 
Pnawom jets: Iran hasPhant 


Ir^ does’ not;' 


.rad» 


strike on Larak. 

The platform is in the Abu Al. 

Bakoosn ofl field near foe Iranian 
Sassan Field about 50 kflometres 
from foe United Arab EmiratosJfe. sources 

is owned by the emirates and reports from the IJberiaeo taiikri 
operated by the French Total Ofl worid Trader. which was to &e. 
Go. ’ . /. a®,: afro - 1 * 

Two missiles destroyed the 1 -: «^iranarL ;, ‘' 
platform’s o i i - pro d uci tfg t&wds * Shi^^ , 

machinery while tbe third hit the'; un^t ^. London said' 
crew’s quarters, foe shippH^ were '&jjL Irao's-ir' 
executives raid. : ^ ^ocy , r ctnooiteS' 

Ttte emirates’ ftavemmait raid- -Ti^arte : 

Qve men aboard the platform were ilRie af&.efrhe: — - J — 

kiUed. 24 were wounded, tome. ■ reported 
critically, and 10 am missing. . ; '^Grhftpt; 

Hospital , officials - said* two of " ' 


those kflted were Frerafr, ^ two 


were Pakistani "and ooe 
Indian. The 



as Frenc hm en, Omanis, Syr araf'. - ft 
and Indians, were taken: 
hrwnitar in Abu DhabL . .. • ? v^ 

r AE government chai gSj 
was atiadc^ j^^ 


m? 
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IflSi^ihg’s Highway, 9000 years of art in Jordan: appreciating 
human cultural development since dawn of civilisation 


Aida on the 

By Tom Porleous be as 


By Rami G. Khouri. in Paris 


.THE. richness . of Jordan’s 
antiquities and the skill of 
con temporary French museum 
arts- have combined to put 
together a powerful exhibition 
that Will be appreciated by 
archaeology and history 
enthusiasts and followers of 
contemporary art for many years 
to come. - 

The exhibition entitled "La i uh- 
Roy ale: WOO A ns tl'Ari an 
Royamnt* tie Jurdcuiic" (The 
King's Highway: 9000 Years of 
Art in the Kingdom of Jordan) 
opened Tuesday at the 
Luxembourg Museum here, and 
wQl remain on display until Jan. 
25, 1987. 

The exhibition brings together 
400 of the finest pieces of 
Jordanian antiquities from the 


rich Nabataean civilisation to a 
French audience that may not be 
very familiar with the full extent of 
Nabataean cultural achievements: 
it also sought to evoke the feeling 
of travelling on the King's 
Highway aid reaching the city of 
Petra. 

From the area of the Nabataean 
objects in front of the Khazneh. 
one passes through displays of 
Byzantine mosaics and pottery, to 
come upon the exhibits of the 
Umayyad and other Islamic 
periods. The highlight ol this area 
is a photographic 
■'reconstruction” (or rather, as 
Mr. Le Conte calls it, an 
"evocation'') of the painted 
frescos of Qasr Amra. This has 
been done by covering a 
four-metre-high scaffolding with 


and the Louvre Museum in Paris, 
taking the visitor through the last 
half a million years of cultural and 
artistic development in the land of 
Jordan. 

The exhibition is not only 
noteworthy for the fine quality of 
the objects on display, but also for 
the dramatic arrangement of the 
exhibition, which provides a 
compelling link between the 
artistic impulses of the past and 
the ongoing development of 
con temporary an in Jordan today. 

As the visitor enters the main 
door of the Luxembourg Museum, 
he is faced with a stunning setting 
which encapsulates the variety 
and richness of Jordanian 
antiquities. The view from the 
entrance is towards a long room 
-some forty metres in length, 
flanked on both sides with 
showcases full of the best 
examples of Jordanian antiquities. 

Directly in front of the visitors, 
at the start of the display is a 
showcase with two of the lime ’ 
plaster statues excavated three 
years ago at Ain Ghazal in 
Amman. Dating from around 
6250 B.C., these are thought to be 
the oldest human statues in the 
world discovered to date, and they 
are on display here for the first 
time ever, having been conserved 
and partly restored by Mrs. Kathy 
Tubb of the Institute of 
Archaeology in London. 

At the tar end of the hall, 
separated from the exhibits in the 
first hall, is a dramatic evocation 


of the passage through the J$iq at 
Petra and one’s first view of the : 


Petra and one’s first view of the; 
KHazheh. The' designers'dl The' 
exhibition, Christian Le - Conte 
and Genevieve Naira t, have aptly 
captured the feeling of passing 
through the Siq and coming upon 
the Khazneh by separating the 
main exhibition hall from a well lit 
seven-metre high photograph of 
the Khazneh by a series of dark 
partitions designed as 
representations of the cliffs on 
both sides of the Siq. 

The effect is wonderfully 
successful, for one passes from the 
dimly lit area of the main 
exhibition hall — itself a 
representation of the King’s 
Highway — into the brightly lit 
and more open space in front of 
the huge Khazneh photograph. 

The arrangement was chosen 
partly to emphasise Petra and the 


Amra frescos. The Amra photos 
and that of the Khazneh were 
made by the French photographer 
Jean -Lou is Nou. with funding 
from the Jordanian Tourism 
Ministry and the Institute of the 
Arab World in Paris. 

After the exhibit of Islamic 
objects, one passes into a large 
hall with contemporary paintings 
by eleven Jordanian artists. The 
art display is ail the more relevant 
because one comes upon it after 
having walked through a journey 
through half a million years of 
cultural and artistic development 
in the land of Jordan. 

The net effect of the entire 
exhibition is to provide a powerful 
— and until today a unique — 
appreciation of the continuity of 
human cultural development on 
the Jordanian soil since the 
earliest days of humankind on 
earth. Those who have the 
opportunity to pass through Paris 
in the next two months to view the 
exhibit will find it a most 
worthwhile endeavour. For those 
who cannot come irr person, the 
impact of cultural continuity in the 
land of Jordan can be appreciated 
almost as vividly by buying the 
high quality catalogue that has 
been produced for the exhibition. 
The catalogue is in two parts, 
covering the antiquities and the 
contemporary paintings. 

The exhibition, held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, who opened it here on 
Tuesday, has been organised and 
financed jointly by the Jordanian 
government. J.he. Association 
Francaise if Action Artistique . the 
French ministriesof foreign affairs 
and of culture and 
communications, and the 
Jordanian ministries of foreign 
affairs and of information, culture 
and tourism. 

The antiquities have been 
chosen jointly by Pierre Amiet 
and Agnes Benoit of the Louvre 
Museum on the French side, and 
on the Jordanian side by Dr. Fawzi 
Zayadine, Mr. Musa Zayat, Mrs. 
Sfliam Balkar and Miss Zahkla 
Safar. The contemporary works of 
art were chosen by Her Highness 
Princess Wijdan Ali and Mr. 
Suhefl Bisharat from Jordan, and 
Mr. Jean Rey, Mr. Yves Mabin 
and Mrs. Frederique Bruelle from 
France. 

The exhibition is organised 



chronologically, taking the visitor 
on a step-by-step journey through 
the development of art. culture 
and technology in the land of 
Jordan since the earliest days of 
stone age hunter-gatherers some 
half a million years ago. From the 
Paleolithic period, there arc some 
fine stone tools such as axes and 
scrapers from the Azraq area. 

This is followed by the two 
stunning statues from Ain Ghazal, 
representing the Neolithic period 
of 8000 to 4000 B.C. There arc 
also some small human and animal 
figurines from Ain Ghazal that are 
on display for rhe first time ever, 
including an evocative little bull 
pierced by a small flint blade. 

The Chalcolithic period of the 
4th millennium B.C. is 
represented by objects from the 
dig at Tel) Abu Hamid in the 
Jordan Valley and the excavations 


Intact glass objects from Pella 


valley. These include perforated 
stone discs, marble and hematite 
macc heads, basal le bowls, 
figurines and shell necklaces. 

The farming and livestock ing 
villages of the Chalcolithic period 
soonafter developed into proper 
walled towns in the early Bronze 
Age, starting around 3300 B.C. 
The early Bronze culture is 
represented by painted pottery 
pieces from tombs in Jericho, Tell 
Husn. Safi and Bab edh-Dhra' as 
well as bronze items and a female 
figurine from Tell Deir Alla. 

The Middle Bronze Age 
exhibits include seals, ceramic 
vessels, alabaster pieces and other 
artifacts from several Jordanian 
sites in the valley and the 
highlands, often showing the 
strong Egyptian influence that 
pertained at the time, during the 
middle of the 2nd millennium 
B.C. One of the highlights of this 
period is the finely carved ivory 
box excavated at Pella two years 
ago. which shows the very high 
standard of an during the Middle 
Bronze Age. 

Also on dipiay are two small 
clay tablets from Tell Deir Alla, 
dating from around 12UU B.C.. 
with a form of writing that still has 
not been deciphered. 

The Iron Age period is 
represented by a Tine collection of 
statues from the Amman area, and 
some important pieces from the 
Louvre Museum. The latter 
include the Moabite stele of 
Shihan. and the famous Meshe 
stele mi which King Meshe of the 
Moabites ('830-805 B.C.) 
recounted how his kingdom had 
been conquered by the Israelites 
but how he had beaten them back 
and re-established Moabite 
sovereignty over the land. 

The domestic art of the people 
of the Ammonite and Moabite 
kingdoms from the 10th to 8th 
centuries B.C. is represented by 
many small pieces, including most 
notably a lamp shaped as a human 
head, hu man and animal figurines, 
asmallvotive chapel made of day. 
small juglets and flasks, and a 
marvellous little statue of a 
monkey carrying its baby on its 
back. 

The more official royal an of 
the period is represented by eight 
stone statues from die Amman 
area, which was the site of the 
Ammonite capital of 
Rabbath-Aramon in the Iron Age. 
These include a local king with an 
Osiris crown, perhaps indicating 
deification of kings, two statues of 
Ammonite kings and queens, a 
double faced goddess whose 
statue may have formed a capital 
of a column that would have been 
viewed from two sides, a large 
standing god made of basalt, and 
the standing statue of the 
Ammonite King Yerah ‘Azar, 
who ruled during the 8th century 
B.C. 

. There are many other smaller 
pieces that show the vitality and 
artistic skill of the Ammonite 
people during the 10th, 9th, and 
8th centuries B.C.. such as basalt 
mortars, zoomorphfc vases and 
alabaster palates, a vase shaped 
like a bird, human figurines, clay 
pots and jars, a pair of painted 
horsemen, and the famous Tell 
Siran bronze bottle with eight 
lines of writing in the Ammonite 
language. 

The exhibition also displays for 
the first time some of the fine 
Persian period pieces excavated 
from the Umm Uthaina tomb in 
Amman, such as a bronze sword, 
an incense burner on the head of a 
bronze statuette of a woman, and 
some small imported Greek clay 
juglets. 

From the same period in the 6th 
century B.C. is a display of items 


excavated at Tawilan. near Petra, 
including the only intact clay 
cuneiform tablet found in Jordan, 
which is on show for the first time. 
It dates from around 520 B.C.. 
and tells of a contract signed 
between merchants in southern 
Turkey and io Tawilan, for the 
sale of cattle. Also from Tawilan 
are exquisite gold and silver 
jewellery, with fine workmanship 
that may not have been duplicated 
in Jordan since. 

The Greco- Roman period 
which follows next is represented 
by a series of marble and 
limestone statues and busts from 
the Decapolis cities of Amman, 
Jerash and Umm Qais, including 
the famous Tyche of Amman, the 
god Zeus-Sarapis from Umm 
Oais. the Emperor Marcus 
Aurelius from Jerash, and several 
other unidentified figures. Smaller 


glass bottles, clay incense burners, 
a bronze lamp shaped like a duck, 
jewellery pieces, gold and black 
stone bracelets, a statuette of- 
Mcrcury, and a very fine 
miniature gold statue of 
Aphrodite, measuring just three 
centimetres high. 

The painted tombs at Qweilbeh 
in north Jordan aTe represented in 
a seriesof photographs and a small 
model, showing the painted 
frescoes in the tombs that were 
used in the Roman and Byzantine 
periods. 


The net effect of the entire 
exhibition is to provide ti 
powerful appreciation of 
the continuity of human 
cultural development on 
the Jordanian soil since 
the earliest days of 
humankind on earth. 

Those who have the 
opportunity to pass 
through Paris in the next 
two months to Wcnr the 
exhibit will find it a must 
worthwhile endeavour. 


The statuery from the 
Greco-Roman period is 
particularly impressive, as are the 
metal objects and clay lamps 
shaped as boats, animals and other 
forms. Iron implements from a 
carpenters shop at Jerash are 
shown for the firsi time, which 
combine with popular funerary art 
(basalt busts of a man and a 
woman) to give us an idea of the 
culture and art of the average 
person in Roman Jordan. 

From the display of 
Greco-Roman art, one passed 
into the open area in front of the 
Khazneh. where the genius of the 
Nabataeans is given prominence. 
Here are some of the best 
Nabataean sculptures ever 
discovered, including two 
anthropomorphic idols from the 
Temple of the Winged Lions at 
Petra, a bust of 
-Dushara-Dionyses, a fragment of 
the medallions with human busts 
that once decorated the top of the 
Qasr A1 Bint at Petra, the Khirbet 
Tannur •'Victory” statue missing 
the Zodiac sculpture that she once 
carried above her head (which is 
now in a museum in Cincinnatti. 
Ohio, where it had been taken 
earlier this century), the famous 
fish goddess of Khirbet Tannur 
with two fish as her headdress, and 
a stunning bust of a man carrying a 
human mask in his right band. 

The distinctive painted fine 
Nabataean pottery is also on 
show, along with small statues of 
three musicians made of clay, a 
mourning Isis, and a lamp in the 
shape of a human foot. 

The famous Nabataean 
funerary inscription from Mad aba 
is on display from the Louvre 
collection, along with three other 
shorter Nabataean inscriptions 
and a zoo mo rp hie capital from 
Petra’s Arched Gate. 

From the Nabataean area, one 
passes into the Byzantine display, 
with its mosaics showing birds and 
geometric designs, a floor mosaic 
showing a woman carrying a 
basket, and a fine piece from 
Khirbet es-Samra depicting a 
walled city with its gate, towers 
and church. The most dramatic 
mosaic is a representation of 
Autumn as a crowned Tyche 
goddess. 

Painted Byzantine pottery with 



. The outline of a human form and sculptures of faces found at ‘Ain 
Ghazal. Amman, are thought to he the oldest sculptures in the world. 


human and animal figures is also 
shown, having been recently 
excavated by the French team 
digging in the Zeus sanctuary area 
at Jerash. 

From the Byzantine area, one 
passes through the reconstruction 
of the Qasr Amra. with its 
dramatic colour photographs 
producing almost the same 
sensation of a we one feels at Amra 
itself. The Umayyad era is also 
depicted in a fine collection of 
ceramics and metal objects, such 
as oil lamps, incense burners and 
the stunning bronze and iron 
objects excavated by a French 
team earlier this year at the site of 
Khirbet Fedein in Vlafraq. 

The bronze brazier with its 
mythological and human figures is 
on display for the first time ever, 
as are some delicately carved ivory 
pieces from Jerash. 

The Mamluke era is also well 
represented by glazed and painted * 
pottery, glass bracelets and other 
objects. The last items in the 
Islamic display is the very 
beautiful inscribed capital found 
at Muwaqqar years ago. with ten 
lines of Arabic writing along its 
front side, in a vivid raised relief 
style. 

It is apt that one walks a few 
metres from the Islamic display, 
dominated by the Qasr Amra 
paintings, into the hall with the 
works of contemporary Jordanian 
artists, for the continuity of artistic 
impulses shares the soil of 
proximity that is symbolised by 
the physical promixity of the two 
displays. 

The paintings on display run the 
gamut of styles and techniques 
used by Jordanian artists during 
the past half a centuiy. The 
paintings include works by 
Fakhreinisa Zeid, Princess 
Wijdan Ali, Ahmad Nawash, 
Muhanna Durra, Yasser Dweik, 
Ali Jabri, Aziz Aramoura, 
Mahmoud Sadiq, Fuad Mimi, 
Samira Badrao. and Amraar 
Khammash. 

The interplay between 
contemporary art and Jordan’s 
ancient heritage is further 
symbolised by the placement 
within die hall of paintings of a 
model of the Umayyad castle 
excavated recently by a French 
team. 


As one leaves the hall of 
paintings to return to the entrance 
c>f the museum . he or she passes 
through a hallway whose lefthand 
wall is decorated with some neat 
panels depicting the work of 
French archaeologists in Jordan 
today. On the right side of the 
hallway, windows permit the 
visitor to look back into the 
showcases at the start of the 
exhibit, with archaeological pieces 
from the early periodsof Jordan in 
the Chalcolithic. Bronze and Iron 
ages. 

Once again, the French sense of 
purpose in designing the 
exhibition comes to the fore, for 
the departing visitor gets the 
feeling that the end of the exhibit, 
and the modern paintings are 
clearly linked with the origins of 
human cultural development in 
the land of Jordan — and one is 
tempted, as the designers of the 
exhibition sought, to walk through 
the exhibition once again and 
retrace the journey of ancient 
peoples and kings on the route 
that we call today the King's 
Highway. 

When the exhibition concludes, 
the 'large photograph of the 
Khazneh will be moved to 
Amman, where it is expected to be 
put on permanent display at 
Queen Alia International Airport. 
The Amra frescoes photographs 
have also been designed to be able 
to be packed in boxes and re-used 
in travel exhibitions and 
archaeological displays around 
the world. 

The organisers of the exhibition 
have also scheduled a series of 
lectures around the exhibition, 
starting later this week and lasting 
until Dec. 18. These include eight 
lectures on various aspects of 
Jordanian antiquities, to be 
delivered by leading Jordanian 
and French scholars active in 
scholarly research on Jordanian 
history and archaeology. The 
lectures will be given at the Ecole 
du Louvre. 

The catalogue that has been 
produced to go along with the 
exhibition is also noteworthy for 
its high quality of design and 
printing, and its substantive 
contributions by Jordanian and 
French experts in archaeology and 
contemporary an. 



AN extravagant production of 
Verdi’s Aida in the 
3.000-year-old temple of Luxor in 
southern Egypt wfll bring Egypt 
520 to 530 million in tourist 
revenue, Egyptian travel agents 
say. 

Next year’s Verona Opera 
company production of Aida, 
which organisers hope will bring 
such opera stars as Placido 
Domingo and Maria Chiara to the 
ancient Egyptian capital of 
Thebes, is seen in travel business 
circles as an attempt to boost 
Egypt's troubled fourisr industry. 

With Egypt’s three main 
sources of foreign currency — oil 
exports, remittances from 
Egyptian workers in the Gulf, and 
Suez Canal tolls — suffering from 
the drop in world oil prices, 
tourism is Egypt's best chance of 
recovery. 

Last year tourist revenues, 
which had been bringing Egypt a 
regular 51 billion a year, were 
dwn about 20 per cent. Tourists, 
particularly Americans, were 
apparently frightened off by the 
spread of international terrorism 
and regional unrest. Travel agents 
point to last year's hijacking of an 
Egyptian aircraft and February's 
mutiny by Egyptian security 
forces which left many dead and 
several hotels burnt out. 

This year, tourism in Egypt is 
looking up. however, with 1 00 per 
cent occupancy reported in some 
hotels this month —the first of the 
tourist season. “Tourists have a 
short memory span." says Samir 
Raafat. PR man at one of Cairo's 
leading hotels. 

But Luxor's Aida is designed to 


be an event no one will forget. 
Another travel agent, Mohammed 
Ghorab. says 700 Egyptian 
soldiers will be commandeered as 
extras to support an all-Italian cast 
in Vejdfs operatic love story 
which is set in ancient Egypt and 
was commissioned by the 
nineteenth-century Egyptian 
King IsmaQ for the opening of the 
Suez Canal. There is likely to be 
additional security for the 
occasion, designed to attract the 
international jet set and opera 
critics from all over the world. 

Tickets for this extraordinary 
event, the brainchild of travel 
agent Fawzi Mirwalli, an. 
Egyptian-born Austrian, are 
already on sale in Europe and the 
United States. Prices range from 
5245 for "tourist class” to 5600 
for a “de luxe” seat at the 
premiere. 

Floating hotels will be laid on to 
help accommodate the 35.UUO 
opera-goers and glitterati 
expected to converge on Luxor for 
the 1 0 performances of Aida to be 
given at the beginning of May. 

■The Ministry of Tourism basset 
up a committee to coordinate 
efforts of hoteliers, transport 
companies, customs and 
immigration officials, traffic 
police, the Minister of Supply and 
the governor of Qena (the nearest 
city to Luxor), to ensure a smooth 
turnover of 3,500 visitors a night. 

If. despite the bureaucratic and 
regional security problems. Aida 
succeeds in Luxor, travel agents 
hope similar even ts will fol low as a 
means of promoting the one 
economic asset in Egypt which has 
nothing to do with oil — the 
pharaohs - The Guardian. 


Moroccan Koutoubia 
Mosque threatened 


By Stephen Hughes 

Rculcr 


MARRAKESH — Morocco's 
most famous landmark, the 12th 
centuiy koutoubiu Mosque in 
Marrakesh, is slowly 
disintegrating on an historic 
city-centre site that looks like a 
rubbish dump. 

Surrounded by luxury hotels 
that draw the world’s jetsetters. 
the 1 12-metre minaret completed 
in 1184 by a warrior sultan of the 
Almohad dynasty is suffering 
from a bad case of architectural 
acne. 

Most of the decorative green 
tiles have fallen off. the four 
facades are deeply pitted, the 
stone carvings are disappearing 
and a crack almost 50 metres long 
has appeared on one side. 

The crack caused widespread 
fears thatthe minaret was about to 
collapse and that with it would 
disappear a symbol of Morocco's 
Muslim heritage. 

Abderrahim Housni, a Ioeal 
tourism official, said the crack 
appeared in 1 96U when an 
earthquake destroyed the coastal 
town of Agadir killing 35,000 
people. 

Local businessman Mustafa 
Benhida said the situation was 
dramatic. "The most celebrated 
minaret of the kingdom is 
disappearing by the fault of the 
total aegiigence of the 
authorities.'' 

But Ahmed Aqallal, 
secretary-general of the Ministry 
of Culture responsible for historic 


monuments, told Reuters there 
was no danger of the Koutoubia 
falling down. 

He said two teams of 
international experts had spent 
months monitoring the cracks in 
1983 and 1984 and found that 
they were not getting worse. 

He also denied that the 
Koutoubia was beginning to tilt. I; 
is a popular belief in the city that 
Marrakesh will soon have its 
leaning tower, like Pisa in Italy. 

But he confessed there were nv 
immediate plans to restore the 
monument, nor any funds 
available to clean up the site and 
turn it into a "promenade park" as 
was envisaged many years ago. 

The dilapidated Koutoubia. its 
perfect proportions formed by five 
cubes, is a marked contrast to 
sister minarets in Rabat and 
Seville also built by Sultan Yaeoub 
Ibn Youssef AJ Mansour. 

The Hassan tower in the 
Moroccan capital Rabat and the 
Giralda in Seville in Andalusian 
Spain both stand majestically in 
neat surroundings, looking as if 
they were built fairly recently 
instead of more than eight 
centuries ago. 

Tourists admire the Koutoubia 
from a distance. A room in the 
Mamounia hotel favoured by Sir 
Winston Churchill costs more if it 
has a view of the mosque. 

It can be seen from all over the 
ancient red-walled city and its 
surrounding grove of date palms, 
from the top of the snow-capped 
Atlas mountains or from the mam 
highway to the north 40 km away. 


Iraq Council, i 
sign scientific 


By Jacquelyn S. Forth 
WASHINGTON — The Iraqi 
Scientific Research Council and 
the Smithsonian Institution signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) Nov. 13 to strengthen 
scientific and technical 
cooperation between the two 
organisations. 

The MOU is designed to 
promote and support cooperation 
and research in areas of mutual 
interest such as astrophysics, 
astronomy, systematic and 
environmental biology, ecology 
and conservation , and the effect of 
solar radiation on biological 
organisms. The latter could 
include work to control mosquitos 


Amra Castle 


which cause disease such as 
malaria, encephalitis and dengue 
fever. 

As part of the agreement 
scientific researchers and experts, 
including pre-and post-doctoral 
students, wfll be exchanged to 
conduct joint research, 
astronomical observations and 
consultations. The exchange of 
scientific information also is 
expected to lead to publications in 


these fields of interest. 

Iraq's Ambassador to the 
United States Nizar Hamdoon 
signed the documents in English 
and Arabic calling it a time !o 
"celebrate.” 

Efforts to bring about this 
agreement have been underway 
since 1 984. The agreement will be 
in force for five years and can be 
renewed for succeeding five year 
terms. 

Hamdoon said the identified 
projects wfll be "pursued in a very 
forceful way,” but he would not 
favour one project over another, 
indicating that all are "very 
important." 

’■Let’s be futuristic and 
long-term thinkers.” the 
ambassador said, noting that Iraq 
and the United States both have a 
"profound desire for a better life 
... and for a safer .. more stable 
world.” 

Although Iraq is under a burden 
of war, Hamdoon stressed that his 
government continues to "work 
and plan for a better life for its 
people." 

— U.S. Information Agency. 
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England defeated by Spain 

Accusations fly, tempers flare at Dubai Olympiad 


DUBAI (R) — England:, the leader In the 27th chess 
Olympiad, was heavily beaten by 14th-ranked Spain 
in the 10th round Tuesday in a contest marred by 
bitterness and accusations of cheating. 


The English were first disturbed 
by news that the Soviet Union, 
lying fifth despite being 
unanimous favourites, supplied 
information to help the Spanish to 
prepare their games. 

England’s top player, 
grandmaster Tony Miles, said he 
asked world champion Garri 
Kasparov if this was true and 
received an “enjbarrassed nod.” 

** It's not illegal but it borders on 
the immo ral- 1 * an angry Miles said. 
“Is this part of Kasparov’s 
campaign to dean up chess?” 

As the round progressed, there 
were several complaints that 
Spanish trainer Tamas 
Georgadze, a Soviet grandmaster, 
was talking loudly to both Soviet 
and Spanish players. 

John Fedorowicz of the United 
States, playing at the next table, 
sakl: "I threatened to punch 
Georgadze if he didn't shut up. 
I'm sorry l didn't" 

The tension peaked when 
Georgadze was heard discussing a 
move within the hearing of the 


second board for Spain. 

Murray Chandler, an English 
grandmaster who lost on third 
board, said: “All the Russians 
were around our boards having 
big conversations. I protested but 
the arbiters did nothing. 
Discussing the games is bad 
enough, let alone telling players 
moves. It’s disgraceful.” 

Zoltan Ribli, a Hungarian 
grandmaster, told Chandler 
during play that be heard 
Georgadze discuss a move with a 
Spaniard who had asked if be 
should accept a draw. Hie player, 
M. fllescas, declined the offer and 
went on to beat grandmaster John 
Nunn. 

Spanish international master 
Ricardo Caivo was incensed at the 
allegations. * ‘ It’s ridiculous. They 
are strong enough to win their own 
games,” he said. 

England’s team captain David 
Anderton officially protested at 
the result. On the basis of Ribli' s 
testimony, die Yugoslav arbiter 
agreed to punish Georgadze, 


though he could not change die 
result of die match. 

When a simple warning was 
assessed sufficient punishment. 
And extern appealed against the 
decision. 

“I say the result of the Nunn 
game should not stand and that no 
captain should mention moves in 
the playmg arena in the hearing of 
a player,” Anderton said. 

Amid the controversy, the 
United States rose to the top of the 
standings, continuing its fine form 
with a one point win over tenth 
seed Argentina. 

Despite fielding the top four 
players in die world, die Soviet 
Union could only gain a one point 
lead over seventh ranked 
Ro mania by the end of the session. 
Kasparov adjourned his game 
against Ro manian grandmaster 
Mihai Suba in a position experts 
considered drawn. 

Fourth seed Hungary 
convincingly defeated West 
Germany to move up the table. 

In the women's event, the 
Soviet Union moved into a 
co mmanding position to retain the 
gold medal, blanking number 
eight Bulgaria while its main 
rivals, China, lost heavily to West 
Germany. 


15 pentathletes banned in 
historic drug scandal 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — Germany was awarded the silver 
Fifteen modem pentathletes were aid Italy the bronze medal, 
banned 30 months from Henning said the banned 
world-wide competition in the Americans were Blair Drags and 
biggest drug scandal in the sport’s Lori Norwood. Driggs was 56th 
history, the International Modem /'out of 68 entries in the men's 


Pentathlon Federation (UIPMB) 
announced. 

Thor Homing of Sweden, the 
federation’s secretary general, 
told the Associated Press that two 
-were Americans and the other 13 
were East Europeans. Five of 
them were from the Soviet Union, 
five from Poland and three from 


Henning said all banned 
modem pentathletes had used a 
sedative before the shooting 
portion, the final event in the 
competition. Modem pentathlon, 
which was dreamed up for its 1912' 
Olympic debut by Baron Pierre 
De Coubertm, rounder of the 
modem games, consists of five 
totally different disciplines. 

Other events are riding, epee 


fencing, freestyle swimming and, doping test. 


individual event and Norwood 
finished 12th ont of 48 
competitors in the women's meet 
Neither US. team made the top 8 " 
in the team competition. 

The three other banned modem 
pentathletes gave positive drug 
san^rfes durmg a meet last June in 
Bir mingham England, Henning- 
said. 

Henning said the banned 
competitors have the right to 
appeal the ban. No dead fine was 
set after Monday’s UIPMB 
executive committee meeting 
here. i 

“But they have virtually no 
chance* to cut the penalty,” 
Henning said. “We have strict 
rales. A lifetime ban will apply if 
any of them give another positive 


Italians tilt by injuries for UEFA 


cross-country naming. The banned athletes < claimed 

Twelve of the banned modern they did not know that the 
pentatheltes, among them world sedative was prohibited, H enning 
ion Anatoly Starostyn of said. 

iviet Union, gave positive Three other individual world 
ses to the dope tests- after championships medallists were 
orid championships last, banned and ri &qnnlifieri , inrliiHing 
t, Henning said. Starostyn women’s bronze medallist Tatiana 
ipped of he individual gold . Tchemetskaya of the Soviet 
as well as the Soviet team. Union, junior world champion 
nee, which finished VelizarDiev of Bulgaria and silver 


LONDON i API — Italy’s Inter 
Milan and Torino, two of the 
strongest sides in this season’s 
UEFA Cup competition, both have 
iqjury problems as they face 
tough opposition in Wednesday’s 
third round, first leg matches. 

Inter Milan (lew to Prague 
witbont its veteran Argentine 
defender, Daniel Passarella, who is 
nursing a thigh injury. 

Italy’s international striker. 
Sandro Altnbelfi, is also a doubtful 
starter with back problems for the 
match agamst Dukla Prague. 

Manager Giovanni Trapattoni 
noted Inter always scored at least 
one goal in away from home 
matches of previous UEFA Cup 
rounds “and I am confident we 
keep it up against Dukla.” 
Trapattoni said he was 
optimistic about the outcome of the 
match, in view of the growing form 
of West German striker ’Earl 
Heinz Rummenigge “who has 
improved oar attack strength.” 
Rummenigge was troubled by 
injuries m the first part of the 
Italian season. At present Inter is 


third in the major league 
standings, -behind Napoli and 
Juventns. 

Torino, which faces Belgium’s 
Beveren at home, wfll miss its 
injured Dutch centreforward 
WflJem Kieft, who scored most of 
Torino’s goals in previous round 
matches against Nantes and Raba 
Eto, and midfielder Antonio 
Saba to, who has been disqualified 
by UEFA. 

Torino will be led by BrazSan 
midfielder Junior and by Giuseppe 
Dossena, a regular insider of tile 
I talian national team under new 
manager Azegfio Vic ini. 

In the absence of English dubs, 
still banned by UEFA, Scotland 
ffies the British flag with two 
representatives still left in the 
competition. But both have 
difficult third round encounters. 

Dundee United faces the 
unpredictable Hadjuk Split of 
Yugoslavia while Glasgow 
Rangers meets Bornssia 
Moenchengladbach in one of the 
round’s outstanding ties. 

The clubs have met twice before 


GNEPTUNE’S (WIGHTS 


in European competition, sharing 
the honours. 

Rangers ace seeking a place in 
the last eight of a European 
competition for the first time in 
eight years bat bee a side that 
hammered Dutch aces Feyeaoord 
7-1 on aggregate in the second 
round. Both Scottish teams play at 
home Wednesday. 

Other matches h the UEFA 
Cup, which has one more round 
than the other two European eft* 
competitions because of twice the 
number at teams, mdade Ghent 
against IFK Goetcborg, j 
Groningen versos Vitoria 
Gnimaraes, Spartak Moscow 
agamst FC Tirol and Bayer 
Uerdmgen versus Barcelona. 

While Barcelona is led by- 
Worid Cnp scoring king Gary 
Lineker of England and Welshman 
Mark Hughes, two expensive 
stars, Uerdmgen’ s attack w31 
probably be the rcspoasbffity of 
-two 18-year-oids: Oliver Bierhoff 
and Marcel Wfteczek. 

BkrhotT cost just 30,000 marks 
($15,000) and came last season 
from an amateur regional divisaoa 
side. Witeczek wOl play if 
Uerdingen's international, 
Matthias Herget, is unfit. 

Barcelona manager Terry 
Venables said before leaving he 
expected it to be a tough match. 


responses to t be dope tests- after 
the world championships last, 
August, Henning said. Starostyn 
was stripped of Iro individual gold 
medal as well as the Soviet team. 

France, which finished 
runners-up at Montecatmi Terme, 
Italy, was declared the new men’s 
world team champion. West 


medallist O/eg Piaksin of the 
Soviet Union. Their teams were 


Soviet Union. Tl 
«lwn disqualified . 


Lendl beats Mecir in exhibition 

INGLEWOOD, California (AP) sail. “I g)t carried away by the 
— Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia, way I played in the first set” 
the world's top-ranked men’s “I was playing very well, and he 

tennis player, defeated didn’t play very welL Then, he 
countryman Miroslav Mecir 6-0, started playing very well and I 
7-5 in an exhibition match at the said, Tm going to just power 
ftv nim through him.' Then be starts' 

In another extubitron match, moving you around. Iliad to tell 
Helena Sukova, who is also from myself to settle down.” 
Czechoslovakia, topped Carting “I could have gone either way.- 
Bassett of Canada 7-5, 7-5 . That’s the way it is.” 

Lendl needed only 25 minutes Mecir, 22, said he didn’t play his 

to win the first set over Mecir best tennis in the first set. 
Monday .The second set was much “I had the feeling I could 

more difficult for the 26-year-old improve,” he said. “I’ve never 
U.S. Open champion, who won a set from han. In the second 
required nearly an hour to win it set l played better. 1 started hitting 
ana end the match. the ball harder and I was more 

“I started missing my first confident I was getting better 
serves in the second set,” Lendl shots.” 


Peugeot wins 
rally appeal 

PARIS (AP) - The French world 
champion Peugeot rally team was 
cleared of cheating in the Italian 
San Remo Rally by an 
international appeal court 
Tnesday. 

But the court said that only the 
executive committee of the 
International Auto Sport 
Federation could change the 
results of the rally, from which 
Peugeot was disqualified. 

FISA does not meet until Dec. 
18. Because of the uncertainty of 
the San Remo result, Peugeot will 
have to compete in the U.S. 
Olympus Rally Dec. 4-7 to ensure 
also winning the world rally 
drivers’ champio nship . 

Had die appeal tribunal of the 
International Automobile 
Federation cancelled the San 
Remo results, or changed it to the 
positions before Peugeot was 
disqualified, Peugeot’s Finnish 
driver Juha Kankuzmen would 
have clinched the drivers’ tide 
without going to the U5. event 

He currently trails another 
Finn, San Remo winner Karkku 
Alen in a Lancia, by rate point 
103 to 104. If the San Remo result 
stands, Aim still must win the 
Olympus to take the tide because 
drivers can only count their seven 
best results. 

Zoehrer typifies 
Aussie spirit 

PERTH, Australia (AP) — Test 
wicketkeeper Tim Zoehrer’s 
defiant attitude typifies the spirit 
in the Australian i«am as it 
prepares to tty to square the 
cricket ashes series with England 
in the second test starting Friday. 

Western Australia's Zoehrer, 
25, would not only die for the 
green cap of his country, he now 
says be would “kUT’ for his 
captain, Allan Border. 

“Friday starts my first test on 
the WACA in front of a borne 
crowd. I will be giving 110 per 
cent," Zoehrer said. 

“I know that there are some 
players who would crawl over 
broken glass to play for Australia. 
Til do just that but would go 
further for Border, ’’ he added. 
“We want to level the series 
against England. We owe them 
one.” 


Pakistan draws with West Indies 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) - 
Defiant eight-wicket partnership 
between Imran Khan and Tauseef 
Ahmad enabled Pakistan to draw 
the third and final cricket test 
Tuesday against the West Indies. 

The umpires decided to call off 
play due to bad light when U of 
the 20 mandatory overs remamed 


to be bowled. Pakistan had made $Uie two- early/ .wickets that : 
125 runs for seven at this point > Pakistan lost Tuesday morning 
and still needed 87 runs to save the swindled foe initiative in favour of 








SEE THE SEA ON ICE 

Uncomparable 
RICH FISH MENU Dinner 

Comprising of A Variety of 

FRESH SEA FOOD 

From the 

ARABIAN GULF & The FAR EAST 
Every Saturday night. 

In The ALSAQR Restaurant 
8.000 JD per person. 

Please Reserve In Advance - Tel: 08/51000 


TURKISH CULTURAL CENTRE 

LET’S LEARN TURKISH 

Second term will start on December 9, 1986. For three 
months, only JD 10. 

Also A NEW SEWING COURSE will start on December 
1. Registration has already started. 

TURKISH CULTURAL CENTRE 
First Circle, Rainbow Street, Jabal Amman 
Telephone 639777 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TENDER NO. ODG/5/86 

Civil aviation authority invites tenderers from 
experienced local and international firms for the 
supply, erection and investing of advertisement boxes 
in Queen Alia International Airport terminals. 

The price of each copy of the tender document is JD 
25.- or equivalent. Tender documents are available by 
application in writing to Civil Aviation Authority, P.O. 
Box 7547, Amman - Jordan, accompanied by a cheque 
for the appropriate JD 25. These sums are not 
refundable.^. 

Tender documents are to be submitted to chief 
investment committee not later than 17th January, 
1987, accompanied by a guarantee bank of 10% of the 
total amount, valid for four months. Costs of 
advertisement in local newspapers including stamps 
and any other fees will be paid by the successful 
bidder. 

For more information contact secretary investment 
committee. Telephone No. 891401 ext. 148. 

Khalid Mohammad Ali 
Director General, 
Civil Aviation Authority , 
Chief of Investment Committee 


match. 

With the third and final test 
drawn, the series also ended in a 
draw . Pakistan won the first test at 
Faisalabad and the West Indies 
won the second test at Lahore. 

Pakistani batsmen failed to cash 
in oo the initiative given them by 
Imran on the fourth day Monday. 


PRIVATE 

LESSONS 

A teacher with long 
English teaching 
experience of Tawjihi 
classes is currently 
wiIRng to give private 
lessons to mainly 
Tawjihi and/or 
secondary or 
preparatory students. 


Please contact 

818791 


the visitors. 

First Mohs in Khan was out 
when the score was 19 for three. 
The fourth wicket fell at the score 
of 25 when Javed Miandad was 
bowled by Maioohn Marshall. 

The West Indies were now on 
top and Pakistan had a long way to 

go. 

Mudassar Nazar and Ramiz 
Raja succeeded to some extent in 
preventing a total Pakistani 
collapse. At lunch, Pakistan was 
44 runs for four wickets. 

The West Indian bowlers 
dominated fire session between 
lunch and tea. Pakistani batsmen 
found it hard to get runs against 
the visitors’ hostile and tidy 
bowling. 

In frustration, the Pakistani 
batsmen went for big hits and lost 
their wickets in the process. When 
the score was at 73 runs, 
Mudassar, who had been doing 
quite well, was declared Ibw to 
Clyde Butts. 

Soon after that, Ramiz was 
bowled by Butts. The hopes of 
Pakistan warning the match were 
dashed with the departure of 
Mudassar and Raja. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

A super deluxe villa located in Abdoun area. 
For more information please call: 821592 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located near Khalidi Hospital, 4th Circle direction in 
Jabal Amman. 

Apartment consists of living room, dining room, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, telephone and separate 
central heating. 

Please call Tel. No. 657148 after 2:00 p.m. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 

F inal Soccer Team Standings 


Tots 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

1. Near East 

2. Astra 

6 

6 

4 

2 

2 

3 

¥m 

0 

1 

o 

5 

3 - 
2 ' 

0 

1 

2 

3. Goodyear 

4. Lego 

6 

. 6 

Z 

0 

2 

1 

£ 

5 

0 

.7 

Juniors 

1 . Volvo 

5 

5 

0 

0 

17 

0 


2. Nashasbfbi- 
Ebbini 

3. Jordan Express 

4. International 
Traders 

5. Afico 

: 6. Donna 

Mids 

1 . Jordan Lift 

2. Istiklal 

3. Squibb 

4. Sakura 

5. PACC/IBM 

6. Ericsson* 

Seniors 
l.Intercon * 

2. Cairo-Amman 

3. Unidxsn 

4. Marriott 

5. Al-Ahlyah 

6. Peugeot 


3 5 

3 10 

1 15 


8 10 
9 5 


20 10 
9 6 

13 6 

6 10 
13 23 

10 16 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Briton Sangster fires top trainer 

MARLBOROUGH, England (AP) - Michael Dickinson, who 
set records as a steeplechase trainer before being hired mto Hat 

w wng liy gBmhlingmilBnnair eRrtertSaii^ter.hasbeflifircdby 

Sang ster after a season in which he saddled just four winners. The 
announcement, made late Monday, left vacant one of the 
pote ntially most profitable training posts in die world. Sangster, , 
«wbo made his fortune by running legalised sports betting m 
B ritain , has become one of the few Western horsemen ableto : 
compel with Arab oilmen for the world’s top yeaiiings. Leading 
contenders for the job include Britons Barry HrUsand Charlie 
Nelson, and American John Gosdeo, Press Association, the 
Brit&i domestic news agency, said Tuesday. 

1,000 skiers stranded by flooding 

GLACIER, Washington (AP) — As many as 1,000 skiers were 
stranded Monday in tiny glacier, cut off by rain and melting snow 
that swelled-ii»re than a dozen rivers in Western Washington and 
severed the state's main highway. Firefighters' evacuated' 80. 
families in Snoqualmie, 25 miles (40 kflometres); southeast of' 
Seattle, after flood waters invaded at least 200 homes, officials 
sail . Most of those stuck at glacier were driers ^ who spent Sunday 
on Mount Baker, a 10,778-foot (3,287-metre) dormant volcano. 
Nefl Clement, a spokesman for Whatcom County department of 
Emergency Services, said a section of road west of town was 
washed out and visitors might be stranded until Wednesday. 

WOander downs Gilbert 

•• •■. . • .1 

ATLANTA (AP) — Mats Wilandcr, of Sweden! beat American 
Brad Gilbert 7-6, 3-6. 6-4 Mtisdsydright in a less than dramatio 
second match of the $500,000 AT and T Challenge Tennis. 
Tournament. In the first match, Yannick Noah of France, behind 
powerful serves, defeated Mikael Pemfois of Sweden -6-3, 5-7, 
6-4. WOander and Gilbert ’traded breaks in the fest set with 
W Hander winning the tie-breaker 7-4. Gilbert seemed to 
dominate in the second set, getting two breaks, but Wilander 
made all the big points late in the match. 

America’s Cup skipper injured 

FREMANTLE, Australia (R) — Struggling America’s Cup 
syndicate Italia will enter the thud series of challenge? 
eliminations next month without skipper Aldo Migtiacdo after he 
was injured in a car crash Monday night. Syndicate spokeswoman 
Sara Vitalii said Tuesday that Migtiacdo, who broke seven ribs in 
. the accident, would be released from hospital in about three days 
and would be up and around within 10. But he would not be able 
to compete in the third round robin starting on Dec. %. 

Dolphins cool the Jets offence 

MIAMI (AP) — Dan Marino threw for 288;yazds and. four 
touchdowns and Lorenzo Hampton ran for 148 yards and scored 
three times as the Miami Dolphins Jjeat the New York Jets 45-3 
Monday night and ended the .Jetx' nine-game w inn i n g streak. 
Marino completed 29 of 36, in an uncharacteristic short-passing 
ball -control game that kept the ball for almost two-thirds of the 
game and kept the explosive New York offence of the field. He. hit * 

Nat Moore with 22-and 21-yardersand threw for 1-yard scores to 
[Hampton, and Bruce Hardy as. Miami scored on seven erf its first 
eight poseeskms. Tbe win evened Miami’s record at 6-6 and kept 
foeir flickering wDd-card playoff hopes alive. 


FOR RENT 


Available for rent immediately new unfurnished apartment, 3 
bedrooms, L-shaped dining-sitting room, 2 baths, lift, arid- 
centrai"h eating. Situated behind Waha Stores, 7th' Circle 
Amman. 

For further Information contact tel. 663891 , 630378, 819636 
(Mr. F. Sa'ad or leave message). : ':jy. 


A NEW SERVICE 
FREE TRANSPORT ^ ^ 

. BY ARABEXPRE^ ’^ U C^ 

When you book your first or club class tfc1<etihro5g6 
us do not forget to ask for your free transport to -ihe 
airport. ■ 

Call us 813922 - r . ^ a.v -f* 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774201 f Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 6251551 f Cinema 


TOP GUN 


teforaaoea 330. 6:00. SJ0. 10:30 



BAD MEDICINE S 



Tel: 6755731 f Dinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 67742QM 


^P cr fan oao Bc* fcU. 630. *30. IO-JO 


TOP GUN 



THE REPORT 


(Arabic) 



l3JD.bl3.BJ0. MJO 


JtofaraueaJ-J0.fc00.frjo. 10J0 
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JVIalfa to extend wage freeze 1 


VALLETTA (R) - Malta's 

labour gbverament is expected to 
.prolong a four-year wage freeze 
Wednesday when it introduces its 
last budget before an election next 
. year. . . 

Pblidcal observers doubt it will 
award pay rises as an election 
sweetener. Prime Minister 
Carraelo Vllfsud Bonnici and 
other officials have been stressing 
their first priority is to create jobs 
for the Mediterranean island's 
9,300 unemployed. 

The Socialist government is 
obliged to call an election by 
mii-Februaiy and hold it withm. 
three months. 

Labour blame persistent 
unemployment — now running at 
around 8.5 per cent - on the 
international recession. 

- But the opposition Nationalist 
Party, trying to oust labour after 
15 years, cites government 


mismanagement and says the 
jobless numbers are greater than 
the official figures. 

The government determines the 
pay levels, which arc mandatory 
on .the. .private sector. Some 
industrialists say they cannot 
afford to pay increased wages. 
Exporters say their prod ucts are 

already at a disadvantage because 
of what they regard as the 
unrealistically high value of the 
Maltese lira against the .US. dollar 
and sterling. 

The government last July 
introduced a three -year economic 
plan aimed at creating 10 ,800 new 
jobs and bringing unemployment 
down to abouL four per cent. 

Finance Minister W is tin Abela,: 
is expected to budget for a new I 
airport terminal capable of 
handling two million passengers a 
year, and more funds For a new 
port being built south-east of 
Valletta. 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, NOV. 26, IMS 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is a day and even- 
ing when you need to do everything possible not to get 
caught in a web of confusion. Don’t take the bait of a 
scheming individual. 

ARIES {Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be sure you know what 
is expected of you. Contact those in power. Take no risks 
where credit is concerned. 

TAURUS {Apr. 20 to May 20) A new contact has a 
new project that seems promising. It needs farther 
study before you get into it 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Home situations are 
not as they appear to be, so find out the truth. Try not 
to spend too much on amusements. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Check 
messages and calls and be sore they are on the up-and- 
up. Straighten out a family quarreL 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Study that financial matter 
well before you carry through with it. Don’t waste time 
with a boring person. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) It’s not wise to attend 
an affair with a friend, so postpone iL Set up a better 
budget instead. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Do nothing about a 
private worry. Don't try to fool your mate in some way. 
Spend time with good friends. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You want to get your 
views across at almost any cost, bnt let them work out 
naturally instead. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure you 
understand the nature of your job and handle it weD. 
Use tact in personal pursuits. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Your hunches are 
not very good. Be careful in handling your credit Be 
tactful about a worldly matter. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Make sure you know 
-what your mate desires of you before you waste your 
energy. A new idea needs study. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Listen to the complaints 
of an associate and do something about it before you 
carry on with other affairs: 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY -he or she will 
need to be taught more carefully than others since it is 
difficult for this child to get into the practical world and 
is apt to’ be living in the dream world Once the feet are 
on the ground, your progeny will seek much knowledge 
and use it wisely. 




THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Bird sound 
6 Scot cap* 

10 Was defeated 

14 Rreptace tool 

15 Soviet rivar 

16 Birthright 

flf U/ir 

17 Vinegary 
prefix 

18 — Use 

IB Singer Stevens 
20 Demonstrative 
condition 
23 Stout cousin 

26 Dossier 

27 AM possible 

28 Nut 

30 — Fox 

31 Drinking place 

32 WWte of 

33 Expert 

36 G er ain t ' s lady 

37 Binge 

38 “My Name Is — 

39 Thing in law 

40 7m 
42 Way 

44 Strip’s berth 

45 Coating 

46 Sechal and 
Anjou 

48 Bristle 

49 Patriotic ory. 

50 Packaging 
material 

53 Like 

54 K no wledge 
handed down 

55 Mower fodder 

59 Adriatic 
resort 

60 Heroic 

51 Bar legally 

62 Roman road 

63 htstafl 

64 Unkempt 

DOWN 

1 Math whiz 

2 Ad — 

3 DDE 

4 Network 

5 P m ap t or 
acceptance! 

6 Agitation 


HHH 




cares TTOuna u*a 1 
M Rights RnwvM 


s Puzzle Solved: 


7 Came up 

8 “The ■ — Love” 

9 Servitude 

10 Composer 
AJ.— 

11 Willow 

12 Pert 

13 Part of a 
week: afabr. 

21 Snow Held 
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EC tightens controls on petrochemical 
imports from Gulf Arab countries 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES | 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One sterling 

1 .4155/65 

(XS. dollars 

One ’J-S. dollar 

13849/54 

Canadian dollars 


2.0085/95 

West German marks 


22690/700 

Dutch guilders: 


1.6780/90 

Swiss francs 


41.73/83 

Belgian francs 


63725/7 5 

French francs 


1391/1392 

Italian lire 


163.60/70 

Japanese yen 


6.9425/75 

Swedish crowns 


7.6050/100 

Norwegian crowns 


73825/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

37930/380.00 

U.S. dollars 


BRUSSELS (R) - European 
Community (EC) foreign 
ministers Monday tightened 
controls on imports of Saudi and 
other petrochemical products to 
try to defuse tensions that have 
hindered talks on cooperation 
with the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), EC officials said. 

They said that most EC nations 
felt that, although the controls 
were stricter, they made the rules 
on access to the EC market much 
clearer and should end 
misunderstandings that have 
soured relations with the GCC, an 
alliance of six GuJf states. 

They added that West Germany 
had held up the agreement until 
the last moment in a bid to ease 
the conditions for the Gulf 
producers, set in response to an 
outcry by EC producers hit by 
declining demand and rising 
imports from new Gulf plants. 

But diplomats said Monday's 
action was unlikely to appease the 
Gulf states which have hinted they 
may put tariffs on EC goods if the 
EC' adopted a hard line against 


petrochemicals, their most 
important export after crude and 
refined petroleum. 

Imports of eight products from 
Saudi Arabia, two from Bahrain 
and one from Kuwait, in addition 
to a few from other states, would 
be subject from next year to a 
quota system under the EC’s 
generalised system of preferences 

The GSP, meant to encourage 
imports from developing nations, 
had previously set ceilings on 
duty-free imports allowed into the 
EC, leaving the EC free to impose 
a duty of some 13 per cent once 
the ceiling is exceeded. 

The new quota system means 
that tariffs would be applied 
automatically once the ceiling is 
exceeded. It leaves the ceiling 
virtually unchanged. 

EC officials said the 
Community had got caught up in a 
wrangle with the Gulf states in the 
past whenever it decided to act 
against a Country which exceeded 
its ceiliqg! There would be no 
room for such wrangling in future. 


they added. 

The diplomats said the new 
quotas would drastically cut the 
volumes that have so far entered 
the EC duty free because the EC 
had previously allowed the Gulf 
states to gp well over the ceiling 
before imposing the tariffs. 

Officials said only major 
products were put under the quota 
system. Others from Saudi Arabia 
itself or its other Gulf partners 
would continue to benefit from 
the previous system. 

The products put under the 
quota system are liquid ammonia 
from Bahrain and Libya, styrene 
from Saudi Arabia and Brazil, 
melamine from Saudi Arabia and 
Romania, urea from Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and Libya, 
methanol from Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Malaysia, Romania and 
Libya, ethylene glycol from Saudi 
Arabia and Mexico, diethylene 
glycol from Saudi Arabia, linear 
polyethylene from Saudi Arabia 
and Argentina and high-density 
polytheylene from Saudi Arabia. 


U.S. official warns of high 
oil imports and price shock 


GENEVA (Agencies) — U.S. Interior Secretary 
Donald Hodel warned Tuesday that America’s 
increasing oil imports pose a national threat, saying 
“OPEC is being placed back in the driver's seat" of 
determining world o3 prices. . 


GATT chief foresees four per cent 
growth in merchandise trade in 1986 


GENEVA (R) — World trade is 
expected to grow by a modest four 
per cent this year, due partly to 
con tinued weakness in energy and 
commodities markets, the 
chairman of the 92-nation GAFT 
trade body said Monday. 

Mr. Kazuo Chiba, the Japanese 
chairman of GATT's five-day 
annual meeting, also called for a 
non-protectionist spirit to prevail 
in the new round of multilateral 
trade negotiations launched this 
year. 

.Member nations of GAIT, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, dominate about 70 per 
cent of world trade. The Soviet 
Union has not joined the 
Geneva-based organisation, 
although four of its Eastern 
European allies are members. 

“Neither the statistics for 1985 
nor the results projected for 19S6 
show any great buoyancy in world 
trade," Mr. Chiba said. 

“This year, the latest available 
figures suggest we may see a four 
per cent increase in the volume of 


world merchandise trade." he 
added. 

Hits year's projected growth in 
traded goods, while better than 
the three per cent expansion last 
year, was far short of the 5-5 per 
cent annual average for the 1970s 
and S.5 per cent for the 
prosperous 1 9b0s. Mr. Chiba said. 

In addition to trade problems, 
the world economy also faces 
erratic currency exchange rates 
and high debts, particularly 
among Third World governments, 
he added. 

Although developing countries 
continue to suffer from a lower 
price for their fuel and commodity 
exports, their share of traded 
goods rose to more than 12 per 
cent last year, Mr. Chiba said. This 
compared to seven per cent in the 
early 1970s. 

“But we all recognise it has 
been a tough process. Too often 
developing countries have been 
turned away from the markets of 
their industrial partners at the 
veiy point when they have found 
the capacity to compete 


effectively." the chairman said. 

.Mr. Chiba appealed for 
cooperation in the “Uruguay 
round." launched by ministers 
meeting in Punta Del Este two 
months ago. aimed at sparking 
economic growth by reducing 
trade barriers. 

"In doing so. they created 
world -wide expectations. Stability 
and credibility in the international 
trading system is a matter of 
crucial concern for traders and 
businessmen who need 
predictability and security of 
markets," he said. 

For the first time since GATT 
was created io 1947. the round 
will include negotiations on 
services such as banking, tourism 
and insurance as well as goods. It 
is due to last four years. 

Committees in Geneva have 
already begun to define specific 
areas of negotiation, such as 
textiles and agricultural goods. 

Mr. Chiba called on delegates to 
establish the negotiating structure 
for the new round by Dec. 19. 


Debts, inflation hamper Polish recovery 


WARSAW (R) - Poland will 
again be unable to meet interest 
payments falling due this year and 
its debts to Western creditors will 
grow to an estimated *35 billion 
by the end of 1987, Finance 
Minister Bazyli Samojlik said 
.Monday. 

Growing foreign debts and 
above-target inflation had 
seriously hampered the country’s 
efforts to overcome its worst 
economic crisis since World War 
II, he told the Sejm (parliament). 

""Speaking in the budget debate, 
.Mr. Samojlik said next year’s 
export target would produce 
revenues'of *6 2 billion, leaving a 
trade surplus of only SI billion. 

“Poland has sought to live up to 
its commitments to Western 
creditors by maintaining a trade 


surplus, but in view of the size of 
the debt and high interest rates we 
will lack the wherewithal to fully 
repay the interest'’ the official 
PAP news agency quoted him as 
saying. 

In 1985 Poland failed to repay 
$550 million in interest and 
similar arrears are expected this 
year. 

Mr. Samojlik submitted to the 
Sejm a draft of the 1987 budget 
which he called the first balanced 
budget in seven years. He said 
inflation would have to be curbed 
and state subsidies reduced. 

He said the subsidies, which 
now account for 30 per cent of the 
state budget would be trimmed by 
50-75 per cent over the next four 
years. But in 1986 overall 
subsidies were running 25 percent 


and coal subsidies 29 per cent 
higher than planned. 

A rise of about 18 per cent in 
retail prices thisyear had triggered 
inflationaiy pay demands not 
justified by increased 
productivity, he added. 

Polish National Bank President 
Wladyslawa Baka told the Sejm 
that the authorities would clamp 
down on inefficiency by splitting 
up large, poorly performing 
enterprises and making wider use 
of bankruptcy proceedings. 

Although the government is 
committed loan economic-reform 
programme based on supply and 
demand, it had quietly allowed 
managers to grant above-target 
pay rises to avert potential labour 
unrest. 


Mr. Hodel said US. domestic 
oil production was dropping arid 
con sumption was rising so imports 
were increasing significantly and 
approached 40 per cent of 
consumption. 

This was “a higher level of 
import than existed at the time of 
the oil embargo of 1 973,” he said. 

“OPEC is being placed back in 
the drivers seat. This constitutes 
some form of national security 
threat to the United States," 
warned Mr. Hodel. who was 
energy secretary 1982-85. 

He said Americans had been 
lulled into a sense of security by 
gas prices below *1 a gallon, and 
were not taking sufficient 
measures to conserve oil. 

“What will happen, inevitably, 
is that there will be some kind of 
ofi price shock." said Mr. Hodel. 

He said ways to deal with the 
situation included increasing 
explore non of alternate energy 
sources, reducing oQ consumption 
and stimulating domestic oil 
explore lion. 

Economist expects price 
volatility to continue in 1987 

Meanwhile, a leading U.S. oil 
economist Tuesday said he 
expects oil price swings of >2 to *4 
a barrel around the current level 
of SI 5 during the next six to 12 
months. 

Cambridge Energy Research 
Associates President Daniel 
Yergin predicted “continued price 
volatility and intense competition 
for markets.” He spoke at a news 
conference introducing a report 
on world oil trends coauthored by 
Cambridge and Arthur Andersen 
and Go. 

It said oil-importing industrial 
countries will save about ^30 
billion this year at an average price 
of hi 5 a barrel, while the OPEC 
countries will earn 540 billion to 
*50 bilhon less than in 1985. 

• * The ofl price collapse is forcing 
a rapid redesign of company 
strategies,” said .Mr. Richard 
Adkerson, managing director of 
oil and gas industry services for 
Andersen. 

The report said a larger share of 
curtailed exploration budgets is 
being spent in developing 
countries and a reduced share on 
shore in the United States. 

Although refiners and 
marketers have enjoyed increased 


margins and sales in 1986 in 
response to lower feedstock prices 
and stronger product demand, 
downstream margins remain 
vulnerable because of persistent 
overcapacity and price 
competition, it said. 

S. Arabia Indicates it 
. will not cut output 

On the other hand. King Fahd 
Monday declared that Saudi 
Arabia is not willing to “offer 
more than it has already done" to 
preserve the 13-nation 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

He also called on OPEL 
m misters to endorse efforts to 
raise the price of oil and 
"stabilise” production levels when 
they meet in Geneva Dec. 6. 

"The kingdom has made 
tremendous sacrifices for the sake 
of OPEC ... no fair arbiter can ask 
the kingdom for more." King 
Fahd was quoted as saying by 
Information Minister Ali A1 Shaer 
after the Saudi cabinet's weekly 
meeting. 

“We have high hopes that the 
organisation at its forthcoming 
meeting will succeed in decreeing 
an increase in prices to reasonable 
levels and stabilising production 
quotas,” the king went on. 

“We are convinced that ali 
member states will abide by 
former and future decisions on 
prices or production quotas in the 
interest of alL” 

King Fahd s statements did not 
specify what production levels the 
Saudis wanted. 

But the statements indicated 
the kingdom would not accept a 
reduction of its own current 
OPEC -decreed quota of 435 
million barrels a day nor the role 
of a “swing producer.” 

The OPEC conference in 
Geneva will consider a lasting 
production-sharing system for the 
member states within an output 
ceiling that would help push up oil 
prices to *18 a barrel,” a *4 
increase over the current world 
market average. 

OPECs pricing committee, 
headed tty Kuwaiti 03 Minister 
Ah Khalifa AJ Sabah, laid plans at 
a meeting earlier this month m 
Ecuador to raise the price to *1 8 a 
band in preparation for the 
Geneva conference. 

The committee met at the 


request of Sheikh Hisham Nazer, 
Saudi Arabia's planning minister 
chosen last month to provisionally 
take over the oil portfolio from die 
dismissed Ahmad Zaki Yamani. 

As swine producer since an 
OPEC conference in early 1983, 
Saudi Arabia used to reduce its 
output to balance that of its 
partners in the group to maintain a 
benchmark price ot 829 a barrel. 

Overproduction by its partners 
meant that Saudi Arabia's output 
dropped to a record low of about 
two million barrels a day last year. 

rhe Saudis also postponed their 
budget earlier this year because 
oil prices nosedived. 

The kingdom dropped its role as 
swing partner late last year and the 
flooded market sent oil prices 
spiralling to rock bottom levels of 
below 810 a barrel. 

OPECs ministerial conference 
wfll be meeting for the fifth time 
this year to ny to stabilise the 
market. 

Prices began improving when 
the group on Sept. 1 enforced a 
return to abandoned production 
quotas within a ceiling of 16 
.nilHon-barrel-a-day as an interim 
arrangement". Only Iraq was 
allowed to produce more than its 
quota. 

Hie Saudi '.quota of 4 35 mChon 
barrels a day was fixed within the 
16-milfion-barrel-a-day cuffing at 
an OPEC conference in October 
1984. 

Iran says output 
control necessary 

In Tehran Iran's Deputy Ofl 
Minister Hossein Kazempour 
Ardebili, said that OPEC would 
have to control group ofl output 
further for any return to tbe fixed 
price system, the national news 
agency LRNA reported. 

Ardebffi did not spell out how 
output should be controlled, but 
he declared Iran's readiness to 
cooperate with all OPEC 
members to lower the overall 
production ceiling in order to 
boost prices. 

Members of OPEC can “fix the 
oil prices only through further 
control of their production,” he 
was reported as saying. 

Iran says *18 should be only a 
first step to returning to the 
former official *28 price. Ardebfli 
said this woold req ui re an overall 
output reduction. 

“A decrease in the p re s e nt 
production level is essentia] if 
OPEC considers the ofl price base 
of *18 per barrel as a first step to 
reach tile former fixed official 
price of *28 per barrel,” he was 
reported as saying. 


France begins privatisation scheme 


PARIS (AP) —The Sain t-Gobain 
Glass arid Construction Company 
began selling 28 million shares to 
the public .Monday, in what is 
viewed as a test of France’s plan to 
privatise 64 other companies and 
banks. 

The two-week sale of nearly 
two-thirds of Saint-Go bain’s 
capital is aimed mainly at small 
investors, with shares selling at 
310 francs ($47). 


Bankers and brokers reported 
strong demand from both small 
and laiger investors. But a more 
accurate measure of the sett-off, 
being promoted by televiskn 
advertisements and posters in 
bank wndows, was not expected 
to be available until Dec. 12. 

Ten per cent of the company’s 
capital is reserved, at discount 
rates, for employees. 

Company President Jean-Louis 


Beffa told reporters Monday he 
believed the employees’ response 
would be “important and 
positive.” 

Government officials have sad 
Saint-Gobaht was selected as the 
first sale because of its heahfay 
financial condition and bec au se it 
appealed to smaO investon before 
the Sociafist gpvenunnat that ran 
France took it over in 1982. 
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Philippine government 

and communist rebels 
in crucial truce talks 

Muslim separatists agree to open negotiations 

MANILA (Agencies) — Last-ditch negotiations to both had private meetings witt 
reach a ceasefire with Philippine communist rebels Jf 15 ;. 

. . , _ v • ... declined to say what thei 

extended late mto Tuesday evening with no discussed. 

indication of whether President Corazon Aquino’s ^ T a «,»»i w bo missed Mrs 

Nov. 30 deadline would be met. Aquino’s emergency cabine 


Chief government negotiator 
Ramon Mitra said before 
Tuesday’s session of talks that 
they would be a “make or break” 
encounter to meet the president's 

deadline. 

“This will be our last meeting,” 
be tokl reporters, adding that he 
hoped the two sides could iron out 
their few remaining differences 
and set a date for the signing of a 
ceasefire agreement. 

“But in case we fail to agree on a 
ceasefire the president will likely 
adopt a tougher stand and start 
regional ceasefire talks with the 
leftist insurgents wbo are willing 
to peacefully end the 
1 7 -year- insuigen cy problem " he 
told reporters. 

Political analystssaid that every 
hour the talks lasted was a spur to 
optimism that an agreement might 
be reached to end the 17 -year-old 
leftist insurgency. 

Mrs. Aquino has been 
emboldened by a weekend 
shakeup of her government that 


centred on the forced resignation 
of Defence Minister Juan Ponce 
Enrile. 

At the same time she warned 
communist rebels that if they 
failed to agree to her ceasefire 
deadline she would order a 
military crackdown. 

Mrs. Aquino has cancelled most 
of her appointments over the past 
two days as she planned to 
restructure her cabinet and 
appease the armed forces. She 
took her action against Mr. Enrile 
after hearing reports that military 
supporters of his were about to 
stage a coup. 

Informed sources said the 
cabinet changes might include 
dropping Vice-President Salvador 
Laurel as foreign minister, 
removing the left-leaning 
Aug us to Sanchez as labour 
minister, di missing Hernando 
Perez as transportation minister 
and AquQino Pimentel as local 
government minister. 

Mr. Pimentel and Mr. Sanchez 


both had private meetings with 
Mrs. Aqumo on Tuesday but 
declined to say what they 
discussed. 

Mr. Laurel, wbo missed Mrs. 
Aquino’s emergency cabinet 
meeting on Sunday, was reported 
to be in&ospital suffering from fhi. 
A spokesman for the 
vice-president said he was aware 
of the rumours. Presidential 
spokesmen bad no comment. 

In another development, 
Muslims seeking a separate state 
in the southern Philippines have 
agreed to begin negotiations with 
the government to end 14 years of 
conflict. 

Government envoy Agapito 
Aquino said he and Moro 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) Chairman Nur Misuari 
signed an agreement that 
negotiations would begin “not 
later than the first week of January 
1987. 

“Accordingly, the two sides will 
send a joint panel to the 
headquarters of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, to fix the details of 
the negotiations,” said Mr.- 
Aqumo, brother-in-law of the 
president. 


Vranitzky 
paves way 
for new 
coalition 

VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky 
formally resigned on Tuesday 
tiggering intense manoeuvring 
to form a coalition government 
after Sunday’s inconclusive 
general election. 

Mr. Vranitzky, whose Socialist 
Party (SPOE) retained its position 
as the biggest single party, 
tendered bis resignation along 
with all hfa ministers to President 
Kurt Waldheim. 

A spokesman for Dr. Waldheim 
said he would ask Mr. Vranitzky 
on Wednesday to tiy to form a 
new government. 

Despite its poor poll 

rformance and subsequent 


Brisbane police arrest man who 
planned to kill Pope with firebombs 




rm ii 


BRISBANE, Australia 
(Agencies) — Australian police 
on Tuesday arrested an ex-mental 
patient armed with five firebombs 
who they said bad planned to kin 
Pope John Paul “because he has 
got too much money.” 

Police Assistant Commissioner 
Ron Redmond said the 
24-year-old Sydney resident, 
recently discharged from a mental 
hospital, trad told detectives he 
came to Brisbane three days ago 
with the express intention of 
killing Pope John Paul. 

The man was arrested in the 
lobby of Brisbane City Hall seven 
hours before the Pope, on the 
second day of a week-long visit to 
Australia, arrived there to deliver 
a greeting to the population of the 
east coast city . 

Police said the man was 
discovered during a routine 
security check of venues on the 
Pope's six-hour visit to Brisbane, 
part of a hectic odyssey round 
Australia's state and territorial 


capitals.. whether the Pope had been told 

He was carrying a cardboard about the arrest but police said his 


box containing five soft drink 
bottles each filled with a litre of 
petroL They were taped together 
and had a doth wick to ignite 
them. 

* The police said the man, whose 
name was withheld and who had 
not so far been charged with any 
offence, tokl .them he went to city 
hall as part of his search for an 
elevated position from which to 
throw the petrol bombs. 

Redmond said that but for the 
alertness of police “this madman 
could have caused a tragedy in 
Brisbane.” 

He said he wanted to kill the 
Pontiff “because he has got too 
much money.” 

There was tight security in 
Sydney, the New South Wales 
state capital, when the Pope flew 
there later to attend a youth rally 
at the city’s cricket ground. 

Papal spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro- Vails declined to say 


small group of personal 
bodyguards were kept informed. 

The Pope was shot and severely 
wounded by Turk Mehmet Ali 
Agca in St. Peter’s Square in 1981 
and a Spanish priest lunged at him 
with a bayonet in Portugal a year 
later. 

On Monday, a young, barefoot 
woman was grabbed by New 
Zealand security men when she 
broke through a cordon and ran 
towards a temporary raised altar 
where the Pope was celebrating a 
in the city of Christchurch. 

Security in Brisbane, the Pope's 
second stop in Australia, was 
among the tightest yet on his tour 
of Asia and the Pacific. 

Police said the arrested man 
first told them he had an 
accomplice and had given a name, 
but said after questioning the 
person they determined it was 
untrue. 


Conservative Opposition People' s 
Party (OEVP), which has been 
out of power for 16 years, 
appeared to hold the strongest 
position on the coalition carousel. 1 

PUrty leader Alois Mock has the h ( SCCJCS 
option of eitherplaying second 

coalition, which is favoured by Mr. urgent plan | crash that killed Machel 


Experts look for clues to 


fiddle to tiie SPOE in a grand r>1on 

coafifon.wbichisfavouredby Mr. Ult'CIlL UldQ 
Vranitzky, or forming a smaller ^ A 

alliance with the right-wing pniltltpr 

Freedom Party (FPOE) in which LvJ vU lIXl Lvl 
be would be chancellor. 1 

Mr. Mock told a news THlClC3.r 
conference he wanted “the 
broadest possible government 
basis, with new elements,” and IdllU Li L 
hinted his ideal solution would be BRUSSELS (R) — European 
a government including all three Community (EC) minis ters ended 


big parties. 


Policeman’s family killed in Punjab attack 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Sikh 
gunmen entered a police 
constable's home in Punjab state 
and shot to death five members of 
his family, the United News of 
India (UNI) reported Tuesday. 

The killings Monday night 
followed the murder earlier in rhe 
day of the son of a leading Punjab 
police official. 

Victims of the overnight attack 
included three women, the news 
agency said. One family member 
was seriously wounded, it said. 

UNI said that four gunmen 
entered the home of police 
constable Baksish Singh and 
opened fire with automatic 
weapons on him and family 
members who had gathered for an 
engagement party. 

Mr. Singh's home was in a 
village near Sultanpur Lodhi, 65 
kilometres southeast of the Sikh 
holy city of Amritsar. 


Police said they were searching 
for the assailants, also wanted in 
an attack in a nearby village 
several days earlier. 

Also on Tuesday, paramilitary 
forces killed two men after their 
car was intercepted in Amritsar 
disctrict, UNI said. The agency- 
said the troops opened fire when 
the men cried to flee. They were 
not identified. 

More than 600 people have 
been killed in Punjab this year as 
Sikh militants continue a guerrilla 
campaign for an independent 
nation, to be called Khalistan . The 
Punjabi word means “land of the 
pure." 

Many of the latest vic tims in the 
four-year-old insurgency have 
been policemen or their families. 

On Monday, Ravneet Singh, 
22, a Sikh student at a Punjab 
University, was shot from behind 
by three Sikh gunmen near the 


Little progress seen in 
India- Sri Lankan talks 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka's 
vexed etlinic problem remained 
unresolved on Tuesday despite 
four hours of talks between* 
President Junius Jayewardeue and 
an Indian team headed by two 
ministers. 

A Sri Lankan spokesman said 
Monday night's talks would be 
continued but no date or venue 
was announced. Authoritative 
sources said they were likely to 
resume iu Delhi, after this week's 
visit by Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

The Indian team, headed by 
Minister of State for External 
Affairs Natwar Saingh and 
Minister of State for Internal 
Security P. Chidambaram, were in 
Colombo just for 10 hours. 

Official sources said the talks 
were a continuation of discussions 
between Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and Mr. 
Jaycwardene during the recent 
South Asian summit in Bangalore. 

Mr. Jayawardeue was assisted 
Monday night by three ministers. 
At one stage seven legal experts 
joined them, indicating that some 


proposals were being studied in 
detail. 

Authoritative sources said a 
new plan to end the island's 
bloody guerrilla conflict centred 
on Tamil demands for a 
contiguous homeland in north and 
east Sri Lanka. Monday night’s 
talks concerned ways of 
meeting Tamil demands for a 
contiguous homeland without 
hurting susceptibilities of 
Sinhalese. 

The Li berat ion Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), the main guerrilla 
group, has rejected Mr. 
Jayewardene’s offer to devolve 
power to councils in the 
Tamil-dominated northern 
province and in a new Tamil 
province in Batticaloa in the east. 

Mr. Jayewardene explained to 
Mr. Gandhi in Bangalore that a 
merger of the two provinces was 
not possible because the east had a 
mixture of Tamil and S inhal ese 
inhabitants. He offered to split 
eastern province into three — 
Trincomalee for the Sinhalese, 
Batticaloa for Tamils and 
Amparai for Muslims. 
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TEST TOUR DEFENSE 
East- West vulnerable. South deals. jump to gai 
NORTH If you ha 

*KJ4 the red sui 

V Q J 5 4 3 you to com 

0 35d there is nc 

+ 53 get rid of a 

WEST EAST you can sit 

* 9 6 3 * 2 tricks. But 1 

7 762 ? AKIOS three cards 

KQ76 OAJ92 In that < 


+ 10S6 ♦ Q J 97 

SOUTH 
+ AQ1Q875 
t?9 
0 103 
+ AE42 

The bidding: 

South West North. East 

1 + Pass 2 + Dbte 

4 4 Pass Pus Pus 

Opening lead: King of 0 


Time to see whether the excesses 
of the New Year's celebrations have 
dulled your senses. Cover the South 
and West hands and decide how you 
would defend against four spades 
after partner leads the king of 
diamonds. 

The auction has not been afl that 
revealing. However, partner's lead 
shows the long-queen of diamonds, 
so South surely has the ace-queen of 
trumps and ace-king of dubs for his 


jump to game. 

If you have four tricks coming in 
the red suits, there is no need Tor 
you to conduct an active defense — 
there is no way that declarer can 
get rid of a heart or a diamond loser: 
you can sit back and wait for your 
tricks. But what if declarer has only 
three cards in those two suits? 

In that case, your setting trick 
will have to come from the dub suit. 
What's more, you Have to hope that 
declarer has at least two diamonds. 

Your plan is to prevent declarer 
from ruffing two dnbs in dummy. 
Yon know bow to conduct the de- 
fense; partner might not be able to 
work it out. Therefore, overtake the 
king of diamonds with the ace and 
shift to a trump. Now look at the 
full deal and see how effective your 
defense has been. 

Declarer can win. cash the ace- 
king of dubs' and ruff a dub in dum- 
my. However, he has no fast way 
back to his hand to raff his remain- 
ing dub. If he shrewdly leads the 
queen of hearts from, the table, yos 
must win the trick and shift baek to 
diamonds. Partner can win and 
return a spade, removing the last 
trump from the board. No matter 
how declarer wriggles, be must end 
up losing three tricks in the red 
suits and a dob. 


student canteen, police said. 

He was the only son of HJC.S. 
Khalon, police superintendent of 
Amritsar. 

The Khalistan Commando 
Force, the most powerful Sikh 
separatist group, claimed 
responsibility in a phone call to 
UNI. There was no way to verify 
liL 

{ The Khalistan Commando 
Force earlier this month claimed 
responsibility for killing four 
paramifitaxy troops in an ambush 
in Punjab state. 

It also claimed the attempted 
assassination last month of Punjab 
police chief Julius Rebiero and the 
murder last August of retired 
army Chief of Staff Arun Vaidya. 


In Montreal, Canada, the 
authorities have opened acriminal 
case against two Sikhs charged 
with plotting to blow up an Indian 
airliner. A jury of seven women 
and five men was selected on 
Mionday for the trial. 

The defendants, Santokh Singh 
Khflia, 24, and Kashmir Singh 
Dhfllon, 41, listened quietly as 
proceedings were translated for 
them. 

Seven prospective jurors were 
rejected by defence lawyers David 
Gibbons and Robert Beaudet 
because they worked iu 
aircraft-related industries. 

The charges do not specify what 
airline or flight was involved, but 


General Vaidya had supervised press reports in Canada indicated 
the 1984 storming 'of the Golden the charges were linked to an 
Temple of Amritsar, Sikhism's alleged plot to blow up an Air 
holiest shrine, to drive out Sikh India jet. ieaviog New York on 
militants. May 31, 1986. 


Ershad aide joins call for 
trial of 1975 coup leader 


DHAKA (AP) — A presidential 
adviser joined opposition parties 
Tuesday in demanding that a 
former coup leader be tried on 
charges of killing Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, Bangladesh’s founding 
father, 11 years ago. 

The adviser, Zakir Khan 
Cbowdbury, told the Associated 
Press that retired Colonel Sayeed 
Farukur Rahman committed 


government had been losing 
popularity. 

The coup leader, wbo was in 
self-exile in Libya for about 10 
years, ran and lost in the Oct. 15 
presidential elections. 

Mr. Cbowdbury, a dose aide to 
General Ershad on the affairs of 
the guerrillas who fought 
Bangladesh's 1971 war for 
independence from Pakistan, 
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and toppling an elected 
government on Aug. 15, 1975. 

Col. Rahman led the 1975 
military uprising against Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, whose 


Legal battle 
over Bhopal 
tragedy 
continues in 
U.S. court 

NEW YORK (AP) - The legal 
battle over who represents the 
victims of the Bhopal chemical 
disaster, who should pay for their 
injuries or even what court should 
decide the compensation is far 
from over. 

Lawyers for Union Carbide 
Corporation told a federal appeals 
court on Monday they still want 
the billions of dollars in lawsuits 
stemming from the December 
1 984 lethal gas leak transferred to 

Indian courts. 

American lawyers representing 
the government of India tokl the 
2nd Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Manhattan the case should go to 
India. 

Private attorneys representing 
some of the victims claim the case 
should stay in the United States. 

The appeals court listened to 
the three-way argument for 90 
minutes before reserving decision. 

More than 2,000 people were 
killed and some 200,000 more 
were injured when toxic gas from 
a pesticide plant run by a Carbide 
subsidiary leaked across Bhopal. 

“This case has to go to India to 
be tried,” said Carbide attorney 
Bud G. Holman, “but the price 
they’re asking us to pay denies us 
our day in court.” 

Holman, claimed that 
government officials in India have 
sealed off Carbide’s Bhopal plant 
and have not turned over 
thousands of documents Carbide 
needs to defend itself. 


dominated by the president's 
ruling Jatiya Party, remove a 
constitutional provision that 
protects the coup leader from 
being tried. 


a marathon debate on threats to 
the environment with a call for an 
urgent plan to protect the public 
from die harmful effects of 
nuclear radiation. 

The environment ministers, 
who had been meeting for 18 
continuous hours since early 
Monday, said in a statement on 
Tuesday they would consider the 
plan as a matter of urgency as soon 
as it was presented by the 
community's executive 
commission. 

The ministers were galvanised 
into action by recent accidents 
such as the discharge of chemicals 
into the Rhine and the Soviet 
Union’s Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster. 

Their statement on nuclear 
safety was made in response to a 
report issued by foe commission 
on the consequences of the 
Chernobyl accident, which sent 
radioactive fallout over Europe 
after an explosion and fire at one 
of foe plant’s reactors. 

But ministers failed to acton foe 
threat of acid ram, diplomats said. 

Because of opposition from 
several states, they were unable to 
agree on measures to cut the level 
of emissions from big powerplants 
or on new lower levels for diesel 
emissions from heavy vehicles. 

The diplomats said Beligum, 
which takes over foe community’s 
rotating presidency from Britain 
on Jan. 1, was now expected to 
table new proposals on dangerous 
emissions to the next environment 
ministers’ meeting in March. 

The ministers had earlier not 
only pledged to improve the 
community's alarm and 
information system in case of air 
and water pollution -but also 
committed themselves to tighten 
environment legislation already 
adopted. 


ZURICH, Switzerland (R) - 
Experts looking for dues to foe 
mysterious air crash that killed 
Mozambican President Samora 
Machel last month have started 
analysing the cockpit voice 
recorder, a top South African, 
official said Tuesday. 

Wakfemar Kuhn, an official 
from the South African Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, said the 
technicians from South Africa, 
Mozambique and the Soviet 


The Soviet Union and several 
African nations have accused 
Pretoria of causing the crash, 
saying that a powerful radio 
station in South Africa lured Mr. 
MacheT s plane off course towards 
South Afirca. Pretoria has firmly 
denied this. 

South Afirca, which kept the 
recorders since recovering them 
from the wreckage of the plane, 
insisted it wanted independent 


Mozambique ana tne soviet t Q help decode them. 

Union had listened to foe tape . ^ a compromise solution, foe 

ooce oo Monday and were-' tofdo countries agreed to inspect 


so again Tuesday. 

“1 do not think any results will 
be made public at this stage in the 
process,” Mr. Kuhn told Reuters. 
The delegates would all leave for 
Moscow on Wednesday for 
analysis of one of the aircraft’s 
other recorders, foe flight data 
recorder, he said. 

Mr. Machel and 33 others died 
when their plane, a Soviet-built 
Tupolev 134. ploughed into a 
hflkid ft. just inside the South 
African border on Oct 19 on its 
way from Zambia to Maputo. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) - 
British television programmes 
dominated foe 1986 International 
Emmy Awards Monday night, 
taking three of five awards in a 
competition featuring 159 entries 
from 24 natioas. 

The awards were presented by 
the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences, 
which also presents Emmys to 
U 5. television programmes. 

“Shadowlands,” a British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
production about the writer CJS. 
Lewis, took foe drama award. The 
programme set in 1950, centres on 
a tap letter foe author receives 
from an American woman who 
transforms the life of the 
confirmed bachelor. 

The documentary prize went to 
“Chasing a Rainbow: The Life of 
Jospehine Baker.” 

The Channel Four production. 


reassembled from film, 
photographs and paintings, pieced 
together the lire of Baker, a 
cabaret star, French resistance 
fighter, civil rights activist and 
Mend of the rich and powerful. 

Japan Broadcasting 
Corporation’s “Bcjart's Kabuki 
Ballet” received the performing 
arts award. 

Britain's Independent Central 
Television took foe popular arts 
category with 1 ‘Spitting image," a 
satirical show using puppets to 
lampoon prominent people. 

The Canadian Broadcasting 
Company s “The Kids of Degrassi 
Street: Griff Gets a Hand" won 
the children’s division. The series 
follows the adventures of a group 
of kids from East-End Toronto. 

The BBC received a special 
award in recognition of its 50 
years in television. 


Basque elections not expected to produce majority winner 

MADRID (AP) — The outcome Spain between the central aspirations. occupy the II seats 


MADRID (AP) — The outcome 
of Sunday's election for the 
autonomous parliament in Spain's 
troubled Basque region could 
determine a new relationship 
between the central government 
in Madrid and Basque separatism. 

Foils indicate none of the 16 
parties will win a majority of the 
75 seats in the election, which was 
called two years early because of a 
split triggered by a power struggle 
iu the ruling Basque Nationalist 
Party. 

Political analysts say a new 
coalition leaning towards the 
radical nationalists' position 
would feel pressured to adopt a 
more hostile stance towards 
Madrid. 

But they said a coalition 
combining the Basque 
Nationalists and the Socialists, 
who are in power on a national 
level, could lead to more 
cooperation with Madrid. 

There is historic antagonism in 


Spain between the central 
government and the Basques, who 
enjoyed a high degree of political 
and economic autonomy until foe 
end of the 19th centuiy. 

The electron is the third since 
the 22 million inhabitants of the 
three-province Basque region 
approved a home rule statute in 
1979. 

The central issues affecting the 
Basque region are political 
valence, industrial decline ,23 per 
cent unemployment, rampant 
heroin addiction and pessimism 
over the future of what has been 
Spain's area of highest literacy, 
per capita income and qualified 
workers. The militant Basque 
separatist organisation ETA nas 
claimed responsibility for 40 
deaths this year. 

But the issues have been largely 
overshadowed in the campaign by 
name-calling and arguments over 
which party can really lay claim to 
representing Basque nationalist 


aspirations. 

Among the six parties fielding 
candidates for regional prime 
minister or lendokari, are the 
Basque nationalists, the 
breakaway Eusko Alkartasuna 
(Basque Solidarity) and 
Euskadiko Ezkerra (Basque Left) 
which characterise themselves as 
“Basque.” The other three 
parties, including the Socialists, 
are national parties. 

Jose Antonio Azdanza of the 
Basque Nationalists, the 
incumbent regional prime 
minister, is seeking rejection. 

The Herri Batasuna, which is 
widely considered to be the 
political arm of the ETA, calls 
itself a “radical Basque party.” It 
is not running a candidate for 
regional prime minister, but it is 
expected to win between nine and 
13 seats in the regional 
parliament. 

The Herri Batasuna refused to 


occupy the 11 seats it won in the 
February 1984 elections because 
it disagrees with provisions of the 
1978 constitution setting up 
Spam’s 17 autonomous regions. 

However, the party has 
indicated it might consider taking 
up any seats won in Sunday's 
election. That could make it part 
of a coalition government, but its 
partners might be uncomfortable 
because Herri Batasuna is the only 
party in the electron that has not 
condemned ETA killings. 

Recent polls indicate the 
Basque Nationalists will win 
between 19 and 21 seats; the 
Socialists, a part of the national 
and ruling Spanish Socialist 
Workers Plarty, will take between 
18 and 20; Basque Solidarity 
between nine and 14. and Basque 
Left between seven and eight. 
Two or three national centre-right 
parties are expected to get the 
re main mg seats. 


There is historic antagonism in representing Basque nationalist The Herri Batasuna refused to remaining seats. 


Eastwood’s film on U.S. invasion of Grenada sparks controversy 


LOS ANGELES (R) - Clint 
Eastwood's new film “Heartbreak 
Ridge,” a patriotic depiction of 
foe UB. invasion of Grenada, has 
been shot down by the Pentagon 
as misleading and stereotypical in 
its view of foe Marine Corps. 

In a highly unusual action, foe 
Defence Department advised the 
Marine C&rps to withdraw or 
withhold support for the film even 
though the Pentagon had 
approved the script and the 
Marines cooperated in its 
production. 

Eastwood's Malpaso 
Production Co and Warner 
Brothers studio, which is releasing 
foe film in foe United States on 
Dec. 5, issued a statement on 
Monday expressing “mutual 
regret and disappomtment in foe 


Department of Defence's 
decision." 

It said foe action was taken 
before any senior ranking officer 
of the Marine Corps had seen the 
film, which stars and was directed 
■ by Eastwood. 

Eastwood’s character, the 
profane, hard-drinking and 
violent master gunnery Saraeant 
Tom Highway, and the film’s 
revision of historical events upset 
Pentagon and Marine Corps 
officials. 

Marine amphibious landings 
filmed at Camp Pendleton and in 
Puerto Rico depict Highway going 
ashore in Grenada. Other Marine 
Corps assistance was also 
provided. 

“In reviewing the final product, 
the Marine .Corps views certain 


elements of the film as 
objectionable. We believe that foe 
movie does not accurately portray 
Marines or foe ir training,’’ Marine 
Corps spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel John Shotwell said in a 
statement. 

Hie said foe film overlooked foe 
role of the U.S. army in foe 1983 
ground action in Grenada aimed 
at rescuing American medical 
students on the island, and 
depicted many characters as 
stereotypes unrepresentative of 
foe modem Marine. 

“ We also object to foe excessive 
profanity, which is unnecessary 
and offensive Lt. CoL Shotwell 
said. 

“ Weespedally object to a scene 
in which Eastwoods character 
shoots a wounded Cuban soldier 


in the bade . In reality a member of 
the armed forces would be subject 
to trial by court martial based an 
the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention for such an act,” he 
added. 

The film had been scheduled to 
open Dec. 3 near foe Camp 
Pendleton Marine base. 

Because • of foe Pen tagon 
directive, foe charity event to 
benefit the armed forces YMCA 
was cancelled. Charity screenings 
to benefit the Marine 
Corps-sponsored “Toys for Tots” 
programme, of which Eastwood is 
foe national chairman, have aly> 
been cancelled. 

“We find the situation 
deplorable,” Warner Brothers 
studios and Eastwoods company 
said in a statement. 



the voice recorder in Switzerland. 

The plane also bad on board 
two Sight data recorders, which 
logged details of its position and 
other technical information. 

South Africa has offered one of 
them for deciphering in a Moscow 
laboratory. Mr. Kuhn said the 
experts, who arrived in Zurich 
from Moscow on Sunday, had it 
with them and would take it bade 
to foe Soviet capital. It was not yet 
clear what would happen to foe 
other fligh t data recorder. 


Britain, Japan and Canada 
win Emmy TV awards 


Convict said to 
have run drug 
ring from prison 

SYDNEY (R) — A man serving a 
15-year jail terra for drug offences 
was charged in court on Tuesday 
with running an international drug 
ring from an Australian jaiL Wong 
Yai Leung, 46, was accused of 
trying to smuggle heroin into 
Australia. Another Chinese, Fan 

Ping Kwong, 31, was charged with 
conspiring with Wong. No pleas 
were recorded and the two men 
were remanded in custody until 
Dec. 15. A police prosecutor told 
the court Wong ran the drug ring 
from his cell in ParkJea jail using 
an elaborate message system to 
communicate with Fan in Hong 
Kong. The operation was detected 
in January when Australian 
customs officers at a sorting centre 

found heroin in first class mail 
from Hong Kong. In the next four 
months 23 letters containing over 
240 grammes of heroin with a 
street value of 80,000 Australian 
dollars ($51,000) were seized. 
The letters were sent, to various 
Sydney addresses after Wong had 
sent eroded instructions through 
prison visitors, the prosecutor 
said. Fan was arrested in Hong 
Kong and brought to Sydney in 
July. 

Armoured car 
robbed of 330m yen 

TOKYO (AP) - Three men 
robbed a Mitsubishi Bank 
armoured caadriver in downtown 
Tokyo of 330 million (S2 million) 
in cash and securities Tuesday 
morning, police said. There were 
no injuries in the robbery, police 
said. A Tokyo police official said 
the men approached the 
armoured car, sprayed - its driver 
with a chemical substance, and' 
grabbed two aluminium cases and 
four sacks containing cash and 
securities. The men then escaped 
in a white van that was later 
abandoned, he said. Authorities 
said the armoured car driver and a 
passenger were unarmed. The 
armoured car was parked in front 
of Mitsubishi Bank’s Yarakucbo 
branch and had just returned from 
foe Bank of Japan, the country’s 
central bank, he said. Kyodo News 
Service reported that the men 
were believed to have been armed 
with toy guns and that two of them 
wore crash helmets. Police said 
they could not provide further 
details. 


U.S. silver eagle 
coins sold out 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
United States mint now has a 
silver rush to go along with the 
gold fever it stirred up over foe 
past month. The mint put its new 
American eagle silver dollar on 
sale for the first time Monday and 
promptly sold out the initial 
offering of 1.4 million coins. The 
silver dollars, just like the 
American eagle gold coins, are not 
being offered directly to the public 
but instead are purchased by 
authorised bulk dealers who then 
resell the coins to a network of 
coin shops, banks and other retail 
establishments'. The first silver 
dollars are expected to be 
avaflable for public purchase by 
Friday. With an expected retail 
price of between S6.50 and S8.50, 
dealers are counting on them 
being a big hit with consumers. 
Both rhe eagle gold coins and the 
sQver coins are bullion coins, 
which means they are sold for the 
market price of their bullion 
content. The gold coins, the first 
general -circulation UJS. gold 
coins minted in a half-century, 
have been extremely popular even 
though gold is selling for about 
$380 an ounce. Silver sells for a 
little more than S5 an ounce. 

Orbiting ring of 
light to pay tribute 
to Eiffel Tower 

PARIS (Rj — European space 
authorities are planning to put a 
ring of light, visible throughout 
foe world, into orbit in 19S9 to 
mark the centenary of the Eiffel 
Tower. A spokesman for the 
project said, the project involved 
launching a half-tonne package 
from an Ariane rocket. It will 
inflate in space to form a string of 
100 reflectors linked by narrow 
plastic tubes each 240 metres 
long. The ring will measure 24 
kilometres round its 
circumference and, from an orbit 
of 800 kilometres above the earth , 
will appear slightly larger than the 
moon to the naked eye. It will 
circle the earth every 90 minutes 
'and will reflect sunlight so that it 
can be seen at night During each 
orbit it will be visible to a 
stationary observer on earth for 
about 10 minutes. 
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